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NAA AA AI AAA, 
PREFACE, 


CONTAINING 


a An additional Teſtimony againſt the 
Epil of the Time, 


Have publiſhed the following 
\{ Sermon,to ſhew to the World 
my Concern for the Church 
of Scotland and her Cove- 
nauted Reformation, to pro- 
mote what I can her Credit 
and Proſperity, and to teſtify 
F againſt what I judge reproach- 
ful and prejudicial to her. I have added ſome 
= Things from my Papers, which I omitted in the 
Delivery for Want of Time; and here I ſhall 
add ſame Things more, for exonering and ex- 
plaining myſelf more fully upon the ſaid Subject. 
Seeing it is the Power of Conſcience that o- 
| & bliges me to make this Appearance, I beg that 
no Man may think I affect Popularity in it, or 
that I incline to make an Appeal to the People 
about Controverſies which fall in among Mini- 
ſters : That was never my Way ; and far lels am 
I for bringing in ſuch Debates upon ſacramental 
; Occaſions, which ought to be Love-feaſts among 
Chriſtians, But, in my humble Opinion, it is 
A 2 | not 


- 
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not an improper Occaſion for the Moderator of a 
Synod in his Sermon at theOpening thereof, which 42. I g 
is concio ad clerum, to addreſs his Brethern concer- ag wwe 
ning the Controverſies or Deſections of the Time, 
eſpecially if he ſee his Mother- Church in extreme and, 
Danger thereby: For, what dutiful Son can be called 
filent at ſuch a Time? ſeeing it is the proper mind 

Buſineſs of a Synod, both to provide Remedies Super 
themſelyes, and to addreſs the General Aſſembly not ſc 


to do it when they are at a Loſs. I cann 
Object. It is not proper to handle theſe before belt * 
the People. clare. 


Aus. 1. This hath been the conſtant Practice 
of Moderators at the Opening of Synods ſince 
our Bleſſed Reformation, as appears from our 
Church-hiſtories. 2. Frequently there are as 
many of the People attending the Synod's Meet- 
ings, whom we cannot prevent, as are hearing Ine 
the Sermon; and fo, if this Argument hold rather 
good, we ſhould not at all open our Mouths tably 
anent any of the Deſections of the Time: And pſtenti 
we know, Silence in Watchmen is highly con- err up 
demned by the Word of God. I myl; 


Object. Is it not ſaid of a dangerous and de- I neve 
clining Time, Amos v. 13. Therefore the Pru- to blo 
dent ſhall keep Silence at that Time, for it is an aggrav 
evil Time ? referr 

Anſ. No doubt ſome Miniſters make Uſe of {compo 
that Scripture to prevent Trouble to themſelves, as poſſ 
and it hath been caſt up to my Thoughts alſo : as mak 
But, in my Opinion, that Text doth not Point Not 
at Prophets, but other private Men, whole pri- ſection 
vate Capacity allows them to keep Silence when Churc 


others muſt ſpeak. For Prophets are required to n the! 
cry aloud, aud not [fare ; and thele who do H woul, 
K. not 


ot, are called aumb Dogs, Iſa. lvi. 10. Ifa. lviii. 
1. I grant indeed, there is a Time to keep Silence, 
s well as & Time to ſpeak, Eccl. ii. J. And 
eTime, the Prudent will wiſely obſerve theſe Times; 
extreme and, even when the Time cometh that they are 
| can be called to ſpeak of Faults, the Prudent will 
proper mind to do it in a decent Manner, eſpecially if 
emedies Superiors be concerned. If any think I have 
flembly not ſo well obſerved this Rule myſelf, it is what 
I cannot help, ſeeing I have aimed to do it the 
beſt Way I could: And I do here further de- 
clare, that I am loth to give Offence to any Man; 
Practice my ſincere Deſign being, not to caſt Reproach 
ds ſince upon any of my Brethren, but to avert and 
om our prevent the Reproach of my Mdther-Church, 

are as and to promote her Welfare according to my 
s Meet- bound Duty. 
hearing I never inclined to expoſe my Brethren, but 
it hold rather to cover their Miſtakes, and ſpeak chari- 
Mouths tably of every one; for which I have been 
And oſtentimes blamed by ſome : But I far rather 
ly con- err upon that Side than upon the other, ſeeing 
I mylelf am ſo liable to Faults and Miſtakes. 
and de- I never loved the Character of an Incendiary, 
e Pru- to blow the Coal in ſmaller Differences, or to 
it is an aggravate the wro”? Steps of others; but always 
preferred the Character of a Peace-maker, to 
Ule of compoſe Matters, and reconcile Parties as much 


Hor of a . 
f,which 


CONCECTs ; 


e before 


aſelves, as poſſible ; in which alſo I have been blamed, 
s alfo : Jas making too great Conceſſions for that End. 

* pint } Notwithſtanding of all the Complaints of De- 
ole pri- ſection, I acknowledge there are ſtill in the 


e when Church, many worthy, learned and pious Men 
aired to in the Miniſtry, whom I honour,and from whom 
yho do I would be willing to learn, and whom I by 

not God 


vi Nen | Guard 
God may long continue in the Church as a Princi 
Bulwark, under God, againſt the Evils of Cor- | about 
ruption and Defection which threaten her; and C gun 
that he may raiſe up a young Sett to fill their zt is 
Room, when they are called off the Stage. Burt chis C 
at the ſame Time I cannot conceal the diſmal Ob 
Apprehenſions which many Welwiſhers of our ; | ancies 
Zion have of her Danger, from the View they | avere 
have of many of the preſent young Clergy and An 
Preachers, who ſeem to affect a new Way of o- this 
ral Preaching and lax Management, ſuited to 1 Jiffere 
the Taſte of many Patrons and Heritors; gree- thy A 
dily ſnatch at Preſentations, and concur to get | never 
themſelves thruſt into Churches againſt the In- wages, 
clinations both of the Presbyreries and the People Den 
immediately concerned; which dangerous Courſe never 
is ſtill continued, notwithſtanding of the awful Jof tha 
Rebukes given by the Providence of God to ſe- of us 
verals engaged therein, | f 
Beſides what I have ſaid in the Sermon of the no N. 
Evil of this Practice of voluntary courting and 21 
accepting Preſentations, without any Neceſſi- A cceſs 
ty for it; Let me here add, That I look er it ance; 
as the main Spring of all our preſent Diſtreſs: 1 ma. 
For, as it brought on violent Settlements, and me- jf the) 
Iancholly Diviſions in Pariſhes and Presbyteries; 1 
ſo it gave Riſe to the making of theſe Acts by Sat, 
Aſſembly 19732, and Aſſembly 1733, which at rea a 
reſent occaſion ſo great Uneaſineſs in this Poaver 
hurch, and may iſſue in a moſt deſtructive "xp, 
Rupture, if God in his Mercy prevent not. For 2 C 
many Years this pernicious Practice was bogled to Pat 
at, as contrary to Presbyterian Principles, and their 8 
the Intereſt of the Church; till ſome principal for me 
Perſons in this Church, who ought to —_ 4 1 
 Guary ' 


\ FREFICE is 
Guardians of her Peace and Liberties, from ſelfiſh 
8 2 Principles, moſt ingloriouſly broke the Ice to it 
| = about the Lear 1727, and by their Example and 
ö 5 C ountenance drew many others into it; whence 
= it is eaſy to ſee at whoſe Door the Miſeries of 
Afra 0 this Church are to be laid. . 
* - | | . 855, | on * e Miniſters in 
ancie accepted of Preſentati 
they vr fe, We eſentations, and 
y anc! Anſw, Many are grievouſly impoſed upon 
-4 _ this ObjeQion, through their not 1 cel 
hg different Situation from ours: For, 1. Our wor- 
5 Be | thy Anceſtors were but then reforming, and had 
tft - meyer been delivered from the Yoke of Patro- 
People wages, under which they groned : But, had they 
SF been delivered, as we have been, they would 
awful never have voluntarily yiel e ed to the wreathing 
8 15 of that Yoke about their Necks again, as many 
ee D lc 8 and accepting of 

4 elentations, when the | 
4 _ | no Nr e. I 1 to do 1. * 

. In our Anceſtors Times no Man could hay 
_ Acceſs to a Church without the Patron's Allow 
p  Jance; but, as the Law now ſtands, all among 
g me, W may be ſettled without owning Patrons at all? 
jf they will have but a little Patience: Seeing the 
Qs by Legiſlator hath been ſo indulging as to enact 
| That, iff the Patrons Preſentation be not accep. 
ale 25 within Six Months after the Vacancy, the 
*. Foo of of Planting the Church falls into the 
" For ® ahas of the Presbytery. 

3, Ourzealous Anceſtors gave no Countenance 
g 7 Patronages, but what they were driven to by 
„ and - eir Situation with the Law; they would not, 

tor mean Ends, have gone into voluntar and 

| un- 


#} 
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unneceſſary Accepting of Preſentations, as man 
of us do: But ſins, as the Law then flood 1 W. 


there was no Acceſs to Churches without the fan 
Patron's Allowance, they behoved to ſubmit to Pre 
Settlements in theſe Churches to which the pa- 7 fect 
trons were pleaſed to preſent them; and this incl 
they did not till they had the Conſent of the ind 


People, and Concurrence of the Presbyteries con- Ch. 
cerned. . | q by 

4. Our reforming Anceſtors till looked upon + ! 
Patronages as a Grievance and Yoke, and from Witt 
Time to Time applied the Legiſlator to get it 2 
removed, which at length they got done Anno 4 Ous 
1649. But many of us are fo far from looking muc 
on it as a Grievance, that they wilfully bring the ſeco 
Yoke upon the Church, by their officious Cour- ox b 
ting and Accepting of Preſentations, after we 


were in Effect delivered by the Legiſlator Anno 1 to 1 
1719: Thus preferring Bondage to Liberty, a | Wiſe 
Patron's Preſentation to a Congregations Call, Lorc 
which our 2 Anceſtors would never have ma; 
done. So that our modern Accepters cannot N 


skreen their Shame by their Practice, the Caſes 04 
being ſo widely different. b 
But ſuppoſing all were true, which ſome al- Supe 
ledge, concerning the Practice of ſome ancient Civi 
Presbyterians, while in their reforming State from 
Popiſh Corruptions and Abuſes ; What Folly, or 0 th 
rather Impiety, muſt it be in ſame to be at Pain ſtry, 
to ſearch out all their Infirmities, Weakneſſes, or I 
Defects and Imperfections (which are owned to God 
be ſuch by themſelves) in order to copy after | Till 
them, eſpecially when we are under no Manner But 
of Neceſſity to do it from the Legiſlator? ſider: 
What! are they wearied of Liberty and Purity? r n 
Would on 0 


i a. - +.” 
| 110 = Would they have the Church reduced to her In- 


fant and more imperfect State again? Do they 
ut the —_ that to a State of greater Purity and Per- 
oo * ſection, which me might ſtill maintain if we were 
- J rs 7 inclined to it, ſeeing the Legiſlator hath been ſo 


* indulging, as to leave the Matter at our own. 
/ Choice > Good Lord, deliver us from ſuch Infa- 
tuation. | 
The Synods of Angus, Aberdeen and Perth, 
d upon within theſe two Years paſt, have emitted War- 
d from ' © rings in ſtrong Terms againſt this woful offici- 
. + ous Practice, which hath been the Origine of ſo 
Anno much Trouble to this Church: I wiſh they were 
N ſeconded in this noble Attempt by other Synods, 
ng MP or by the Aſſembly or Commiſſion ; which thro? 
| Cour- the Lord's Bleſſing might prove an excellent Mean 
„ to ſtem the Tide of Corruption, which other- 
0 Ann ” wiſe is like to flow in upon us. O that the 
2h Lord, who hath all Mens Hearts into his Hand, 
8 - ] may incline and determine them to it! 
J — When I ſpeak againſt Preſentations or Eu- 
"Caf: croachments upon our Rights and Liberties, I 
© Cales have no Deſign to ſhew any Contempt of my 


me . Fe or their Authority, whether in their 


of the 
es con- 


f 2 Civil or Eccleſiaſtick Courts; but deſire to ſhew 
* all due Regard to the ſame, and to be thankful 
x om, to them for the peaceable Exerciſe of my Mini- 
F Bains ſtry, without any, ſinful Term of Communion, 
nfs or Impoſition on my Conſcience ; as alſo, to bleſs 


ed to Odd for the valuable Bleſſings and Privileges we 
5 ſter ſtill enjoy above other Nations and Churches: | 
3 But at the ſame Time I muſt own, that the Con- 
flator? ſideration of thele Mercies ſhould not make me 


urity 0 ? or others eaſy about any A pearance of 1 
Would | on or Corruption An * ergy, which, 3 


8 » / 


-nived at, may ſbon bring us to as melancholly a 
Condition as other Churches. 
I honour our 2 Judicatories, 


and 


would deſire to ſupport their Authority, and 


fall in with their Acts and Deciſions as far as 
oſſibly I can : But as we muſt own, with our 
Confeſſion of Faith, there is none of them infal- 


ible ; ſo we cannot be bound to give implicite 


Faith to all their Determinations ; nay, when we 
judge them wrong, we may warrantably reclaim, ' 


and addreſs to have them rectified, eſpecially if it Super 


bein a Matter of great Moment, tho ſtill I own 
this ought to bedone in the moſt decent and duti- 
ful Manner, | 

I am heaxtily ſorry that »ſtruftions, Repre- 
ſentations and Aadreſſes, from Presbyteries, Sy- 
04s, and Bodies of Minilters, concerning Grie- 
vauces, have of late Years been fo diſregarded by 
our Aſſemblies; and that Diſſents and Proteſta- 
tious by particular Miniſters are not allowed nor 
recorded. This Entertainment doth put Mini- 
ſters to think of other Ways to exoner their 
Minds. And, upon that Account, I do find 
myſelf obliged to eaſe my Thoughts in this Way 
concerning the Euils and{Declmings of the pre- 
ſent Time, leſt they ſhould be imputable to me 
(as a Member of the incorporated Body) thro? 
my Connivanice or Silence. And tho? my Teſti- 
mony be of ſmall Value, yet ſeeing I have been 
long in the Miniſtry, and know not how ſoon I 
may be called to put off this Tabernacle, and 


to give Account of my Stewardſhip (the Lord 


Prepare me for that Time, and for the Trials 
which may abide me before . I do, in Imitati- 
on of ſome of our worthy Predeceſſors, _ 
b | thi 


%2 
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| PREFACE. xi 
this Declaration of my Mind behind me, that 
either the preſent nor ſucceeding Age may be im- 
poſed upon, as to my Sentiments of the Evils of 
the preſent Time. Wherefore, beſides what I 
ave ſaid before, and afterwards in my Sermon, 
I here bear my Teltimony againſt the Arherſmn, 
Infidelity, Immorality and Looſaeſs of the Age; 
againſt all Popiſp, Socinian, Arian, Arminian 
and Antinomian Errors in Doctrine; againſt all 
Superſtition and human {nverntions in Worſhip; 
againſt both Prelacy and Independency in Church- 
Government; againſt all Simoni acal Pactions, 
officious Courting of Patrons, and Accepting of 
their Preſentations; againſt all ſpiritual Oppreſ- 
ſion and Perſecution, and Encroachments upon 
the Rights and Liberties of this Church: As al- 
Þ, againſt all Thruſting and violent Impoſing of 
Miniſters upon Chriſtian Congregations; and a- 
gainſt all publick Acts and Deeds which favour 
or promote this impoſing Courſe: And likewiſe, 
againſt all — or Deſigus to ſilence or 
eaſt out worthy and uſeful Miniſters for remon- 
ſtrating 9 ſuch violent Settlements, or the 
Acts which authorize and encourage the ſame, 
or for refuſing to exclude ſerious Chriſtians from 
ſealing Ordinances, who are chargeable with no 


7 Fault than Want of Freedom to own their 


Relation to ſuch Paſtors as are violently thruſt in 


upon them: Surely there is ſomething groſler 
required to excommunicate good Chriſtians, and 
to depoſe or caſt out good Miniſters, than ſuch 
Things; And I hope we ſhall ſee it, when the 
God of Peace doth incline us calmly to think and 
deliberate thereupon, 


As 


Kit PREFACE. F 
As for the Act of Aſſembly 1732, about which « 
there is fo much Noiſe, I was at the Aſſembly 
in May 1731, when it began; and, I confeſs, | 
when the Overture was in Embryo, I carried fa- | 
vourably towards it, tho* I was not preſent in the 

Aſſembly When it came in to be reaſoned upon © 
and voted, being called Home by Expreſs before n: 
that Time. And that which inclined me to fa- i 
vour the Propoſal at the firſt, was the great Love t 
J had to the Peace and Safety of my Mother- 
Church, which I then {aw to be endangered by 
the Patronages, and the violent Settlements begun 
to be made in Conſequence thereof; for I was 
told by ſome leading Men (whom I thought I | 
might truſt) That there was no Way to deliver 
us from theſe Evils, but by our agreeing among 
ourſelves upon ſome Rule for planting Churches, 
which we might 2y before the Civil Government, 
and get ſubſtituted in the Room of the Patro- 41 
nage Act; and that ſome of our great Men gave had 
Encouragement to expect this, I was then fixed * 
upon no particular Rule, but T had favourable - 
Thoughts of the Act of Parliament 1690, which 
at firſt was propoſed to be the Rule; and, in or- 
der thereto, it was thought neceſſary to tranſmit 

the ſame to the Presbyteries by Way of Over- * 
ture, that they might conſider it, and thereby it 
would be known how far we could agree about 
it. This ſeem'd to be pretty plauſible; for the the 
Notion I always had of the Plan of ſettling © not 
Churches according to the Act 1690, was, That | pare 


the Heritors and Elders were to chuſe a Miniſter 3 is a 

with Conſent of the Congregation ; and, when # 169 

there aroſe any Difference about the Choice, the red 

Caſe was brought to the Presbytery to be gn; Cor 
| ced 
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rnment, 
» Patro- 
len gave 
en fixed 
vourable 
„ which 
J, in or- 
tranſmit 
f Over- 


ted upon by them, they being impowered to 
Tage . 1 moſt for Edification, whether to 
Proceed to ſettle the Man that ſeemed to have 
Wolt of the legal Votes, or to lay him aſide, in 
ſaſe others, with the Body of the People, con- 
ſinued diſſatisfied, and appoint a new Moderati- 
on: And ſometimes they did the one, and ſome- 
times the other, as they judged moſt for Edifica- 
tion; for the Good and Edification of the Pariſh, 
was the great Rule the Judicatories then kept in 
fron Eye in their Determinations, which com- 


only had a comfortable Iſſue. I am ſure this 
Was the Senſe the Church put upon the Act 
3690, and proceeded accordingly in ſettling of 
Churches for Twenty two Years after it was 
ade, and had much Peace and 'Tranquillity in - 
following that Method. As long as I thought 
*the Deſign was to keep 'Things upon this Foot- 
ing, I was eaſy, the Matter not being great who 


had the Liberty of voting, providing Matters 


were ſo managed, that no Man ſhould be thruſt 
in upon a Congregation againſt their Will: But, 
aſſoon as I perceived the Deſign was to carry the 


Affair of Settlements beyond the Act 1690, I 


| 


told my Mind freely in the Presbytery, and pro- 
poled an Amendmentſof the Overture, to prevent 


zereby it any ſuch Deſign, which they were pleaſed to re- 


ge about 
for the 
ſettling 
is, That 
Miniſter 
|, when 


cognoſ- 


ceive and ſend over among their Inſtructions to 


the Aſſembly 1732; which, I am ſorry, they did 
not think fit to notice. 


ice, the 


F ; Congregation ; But, by the Act 1732, the Heri- 
ced 


And now, when I com- 


pare the two Acts together, I find indeed there 


is a great Difference: For, Imo, By the Act 
1690, the Heritors and Elders are only impowee 
red to gam and Propoſe a Perſon to the whole 


tors 


—ů— 


r 9 b 
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ts tors and Elders are impowered to ele and cal? 
. One to be Miniſter of the Pariſh. 240, Accor- 

| | ding to the Act 1690, the Election was not to be Bs 
| | looked upon as fiſhes, till the Man was propo- 
It ſed to the Congregation, and their Approbation 


obtained; and, in caſe this was refuſed, the No- 
mination and Propoſal was to ſtop, and be laid 
as an incompleat 2/n:fniſped. Affair before the 
Presbytery, that they might gives their Judgment 
whether to proceed any turther in it or not : But, 
according to Act 1732, after the Heritors and 
Elders have voted, the Election is ſaid to be finj- 
ſhed, whether the Congregation approve or not; 
Nay, the Man is reckoned legally elected and cal. 
led to be Miniſter of the Pariſh, before any No- 
tice is taken of the Congregation, or the Matter 
at all propoſed to them. 37, According to the 
11 Act 1690, and the Senſe which wont to be put 
1 upon it, if the Body of the Heads of Families 
dud object againſt the Man named by the Majori- 


ty of Heritors and Elders, and ſay he had not an 
. edifying Gift, or that it was not ſuited to their 
11 Capacities, and that they had not Freedom in 
1 their Conſciences to conſent to his being their Mi- 
wy niſter ; the Presbytery judged ſuch Objections, 
1 made by a knowing well- diſpoſed People, ſuffici- 
1 ent to ſtop the Affair, and to proceed to a new E- 
lection. All this will appear from our Records, 
and from the Nature and Strain of the Calls given 
in thoſe Days. But, according to the Act 1732, 
and the Senſe now put upon it, let Heads of Fa- 
milies object what they will againſt the Election, 
if they be not able to prove Error or Immorality 
againſt the Man by two Witneſſes, they muſt re- 
ceive him as their Paſtor, and ſo the Body - the 

| on. | 
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*Congregation have no greater Power or Influence 
in the Settlement, than theſe who dwell in ano- 


ther Nation. Yea, according to this Act, as it 
snow ſenſed, Pariſhes may be ſettled, and ſome- 
times are, by a Majority of non- reſiding and diſ- 
fected Heritors, where the whole Elders and 
People do reclaim and proteſt againſt the Settle- 
ment: And ſurely ſuch Settlements, as they are 
againſt Scripture-rules, ſo they are a fad Hin- 
drance and Stop to the Advancement of the 
Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and cannot 
Þut be molt grieving to all who are zealous for his 
Glory, and who make Conſcience of praying, as 
he directs, Thy Kingdom come: Gird thy Sword 
upon thy Thigh, O moſt Mighty; and in thy 
Majeſty ride Proſperonſly. Upon which Account, 
do with the greateſt Humility and Earneſtneſs 
heſeech and obteſt the Reverend and Honourable 
Members of the next Aſſembly, to give at leaſt 
an Explication of this Act, declaring, That it is 


hot the Meaning of it to impoſe Miniſters upon 


Congregations, where the Elderſhip and Body 
of the People do reclaim, nor to contradict our 
Books of Diſcipline and ancient Acts of Aſſem- 
bly, as the Aſſembly 1586, 1596, 1638, 1649, 
c. And, I would beg (if I could do it with 
Fea of Blood) that they would not make any 

ch Act as this an Engine of Trouble and Per- 
ſecution in the Church, ſeeing no Man pleads 
that it is founded upon the Word of God, but 
only that it is deviſed as a proper Expedient till 
the Church be delivered from Patronages. And, 
bout what Acts of the Church may Miniſters 
aave Liberty to ſpeak their Minds ſo no as 
6 ut 
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tors and Elders are impowered to elect᷑ and call by 


One to be Miniſter of the Pariſh. 240, Accor- 
ding to the Act 1690, the Election was not to be 
looked upon as f7:iſpez, till the Man was propo- 
ſed to the Congregation, and their Approbation 
obtained ; and, in caſe this was refuſed, the No- 
mination and Propoſal was to ſtop, and be laid 
as an incompleat unfniſned Affair before the 
Presbytery, that they might give their Judgment 


whether to proceed any further in it or not: But, K 
according to Act 1732, after the Heritors and Þ 


Elders have voted, the Election is ſaid to be f117- 
ſed, whether the Congregation approve or not; 
Nay, the Man is reckoned legally elected and cal. 
Zed to be Miniſter of the Pariſh, before any No- 


tice is taken of the Congregation, or the Matter 


at all propoſed to them. 37, According to the 
Act 1690, and the Senſe which wont to be put 
upon it, if the Body of the Heads of Families 
did object againſt the Man named by the Majori- 
ty of Heritors and Elders, and ſay he had not an 
edifying Gift, or that it was not ſuited to their 
Capacities, and that they had not Freedom in 
their Conſciences to conſent to his being their Mi- 
niſter ; the Presbytery - judged ſuch Objections, 
made by a knowing well-diſpoſed People, ſuffici- 
ent to ſtop the Affair, and to proceed to a new E- 
lection. All this will appear from our Records, 
and from the Nature and Strain of the Calls given 
in thoſe Days. But, according to the Act 1732, 
and the Senſe now put upon it, let Heads of Fa- 
milies object what they will againſt the Election, 
if they be not able to prove Error or Immorality 
againſt the Man by two Witneſſes, they muſt re- 
ceive him as their Paſtor, and fo the Body - the 
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Congregation have no greater Power or Influence 
in the Settlement, than theſe who dwell in ano- 
ther Nation. Yea, according to this Act, as it 


7 now ſenſed, Pariſhes may be ſettled, and ſome- 
times are, by a Majority of non. reſiding and diſ- 
affected Heritors, where the whole Elders and 
People do reclaim and proteſt againſt the Settle- 


ment: And ſurely ſuch Settlements, as they are 


"againſt Scripture-rules, ſo they are a fad Hin- 
drance and Stop to the Advancement of the 


Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and cannot 
but be molt grieving to all who are zealous for his 


Glory, and who make Conſcience of praying, as 
he directs, Thy Kingdom come: Gird thy Sword 
upon thy Thigh, O moſt Mighty; and in thy 
Majeſty ride Proſperouſly. Upon which Account, 
do with the greateſt Humility and Earneſtneſs 


peſeech and obteſt the Reverend and Honourable 


Members of the next Aſſembly, to give at leaſt 
an Explication of this Act, declaring, That it is 
not the Meaning of it to impoſe Miniſters upon 
"Congregations, where the Elderſhip and Body 
of the People do reclaim, nor to contradict our 

ooks of Diſcipline and ancient Acts of Aſſem- 
*bly, as the Aſſembly 1586, 1596, 1638, 1649, 
And, I would beg (if I could do it with 
Tears of Blood) that they would not make any 
Tuch Act as this an Engine of Trouble and Per- 
fecution in the Church, ſeeing no Man pleads 
that it is founded upon the Word of God, but 
only that it is deviſed as a proper Expedient till 
bi Church be delivered from Patronages. And, 


bout what Acts of the Church may Miniſters 
ave Liberty to ſpeak their Minds ſo _ as 
ut 


. 
n 


I 
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about theſe which are owned to be merely hu © & 
man Conſtitutions ? | — / 
Object. If Miniſters be diſſatisfied with the! 
Acts ani Conftitutions of the Chiirch, they! 
ſhould witharaw from her, aud give up their 


legal Privileges. 17 
fer. I. Tho” this be the common Talk of: Al 
ſome, there is nd Warrant for this Courſe in for 
the Word of God; for the Scripture directs us, Af. 
when we ſee Things wrong in the Church, to ſo g. 
lead with our Mother, but not to diſown her 22 


2. Theſe who talk ſo now, would be moſt ready 
to accuſe Miniſters, if they did withdraw, of 
making a Schiſm and Separation without juſt ther 
Cauſe. What! would they ſay, © Is the Church Goes 
cc ſo heretical, that they will not hold Commu- ther; 
cc nion with her? Are ſuch ſmall Miſtakes juſt $ 2. 
ce Grounds of Separation? Why did they not goth 
ce proteſt againſt what they judged wrong, and Chu 
* continue {till within the Church, as ſeverals of Rig 


| - x 4 
orthwith, or renounce Communion with her. 3 lee i 


ce our brave Anceſtors did in former Ages?” than 
Object. They may plead with their Morher, deſti 
but muſt not ſpit in her Face. Caſe 


Anſ. 1. I am indeed for a decent and re- ing 
ſpectſul Way of 2 with our Mother. long 
2. If ſome good Men ſhall uſe a rougher” Way Way 
of dealing than others in teſtifying againſt what Zeal 
is wrong, it pught not to be termed a Spitting in is a 
their Mother's Face, nor made a Ground of ſe- ſes b 
vere Cenſure. If our Anceſtors in former Ages Cha 
had been ſo narrow and rigid in their Way of Cre: 
thinking, what had become of Maſters Knox, then 
Craig, Davidſon, Welſh, Bruce, the Two verit 
Meluils, and many others? 3 thei 

| | | Object. 


|. B.REPACE i 
ely hu Object. The Church's Ad muſt be obeyed, 
+ ber Sentences ewecilte, and the Fence of her Au- 
thority maintained ; otherwiſe ſhe cannot be pre- 
ſerved from the greateſt Errors and Diſorders. 
We.muſt not fee the Authority of the General 
Aſſembly runes. 


ith the 
h, they| 
b their 

1 


Talk of An. 1. As for my own Part, I was always 
durſe in for maintaining the Authority of the General 
rects us, Aſſembly as ſacred and inviolable, ſeeing it is of 
arch, to ſo great Conſequence to the preſerving of Peace 
wn her! wy Unity in this Church; I have been ſorry to 
ith her. 3 lee it attacked, or rudely uſed. But, if we would 


ſt read) truly preſerve it, let usbe tender of it, in the ma- 
Iraw, of © king of Acts or Deciſions ; being careful that ei- 
out juſt ther they be evidently founded upon the Word of 
Church God, or that there be nothing in them contrary 
ommu- thereunto. 9 

akes juſt a. When any Rule is tranſgreſſed which hath 
hey not nothing but Church-authority to ſupport it, 
1g, and Church-cenſures ſhould be ſparingly uſed, ſeeing 
verals of Rigor in that Caſe doth ruine Authority more 


es?” than maintain it. We do not read of any Church 
Morher, deſtroyed by her Lenity and Forbearance in ſuch 
Caſes: tho? ſeverals have been ruined by ſcrew- 
and re- ing up Authority too high. We may fee by 
Mother. long Experience, that ſevere Dealing is not the 
er Way Way of convincing Men of Conſcience and 
t what Zeal of their Miſtakes : And, by the Way, it 
itting in is a little ſurprizing to ſee ſome, whoſe Diſcour- 
1d of ſe- ſes breathed forth nothing but Moderatioti, Peace, 
ner Ages Charity and Benevolence toward their Fellow- 
Way of Creatures, all of a ſudden metamorphoſed in 
s Knox, their Tempers, and breathing forth Rigor, Se- 
ae TWO verity, Perſecution and bitter Speeches againſt 
their Brethren who differ from them but a little 
Object. | — in 


c 


king of any Act or Rule, how can we expect 
Rule and Conſtitution to the Church, legall 
reſpect to AF 1732 ; for, of Forty nine Presby- 


in their Way of thinking. Ah! what poor 
changeable Creatures are we! iy FE 


5. 


ment of this Church, it is appointed, ena- eff 
*© Sed and declared, That, before any General 77 
cc Aſſembly of this Church ſhall paſs any Acts bly 
© which are to be binding Rules and Conſtituti- : 

© ons to the Church, the ſame Acts be firſt” Aff 
ce propoſed as Overtures to the Aſſembly, and, the 
ing by them paſt as ſuch, be remitted to the Ch 
© Conſideration of the ſeveral Presbyteries of this dep 
© Church, and their Opinions and Conſent re- a; 
ce ported by their Commiſſioners to the next ®-;,2q 
e Aſſembly, who may then pals the fame in 3,4, 
«© Acts, if the more general Opinion (N. B.) of Ty re 


3. If we would have the Aſſembly's Autho. | } z... 
rity maintained, we mult take Care in making ay 
Acts of general Concern, . that none of tjũe 
- Church's Fences or guardian Rules be broke m b 
through, ſuch as that excellent one, Act 9. the 
Am. 1697, in which, © For the "_ of the 1p; 
« Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- rity 


* 


the Church, thus had, agree thereunto.” Now, Cor 


this guardian Act bath been in Force theſe Thirty / 
ſix Years, and hath been regarded as a fun- offe 
damental Rule and Bukwbark of our happy Con- Nat 
Nitution ; and, if it be broke through in the ma- gy | 


» ſtan 


that ſuch an Act will be regarded as a binding mot 


extr 
enacted ? Andi this ſeems to be the Cafe with 


teries who gave their Opinions concerning it, 


there were no more than Six Presbyteries in all Mer 
"Scotland for it. Some of them indeed were for | core 
| : it "this 
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.. + ©, it with Amendments, but generally theſe would 
tNO- have alter'd the Nature of it very much from 
making what it is, had they been gone into. 
4. Ia all Ages the wiſeſt States and Govern- 
e broke ments have in many Caſes thought fit to relax 
Adi g. their Authority in cenſuring the Diſobedient; and 
Y this hath been ſo far from ruining their Autho- 
overn- rity, that it hath contributed to preſerve and 
ed, ena- eſtabliſh it. How many of the Miniſters of Scor- 
General land were guilty of Diſobedience to the Aſſem- 
ny Acts þ | bly 1606 at Liniithgow, who appointed them 
nſtituti- to accept of conſtant Moderations ; and to the 
be firſt” Aſſemb y 1618, who appointed them to receive 
ly, and, the Five Articles of Perth ? Did ever. the 
d to the Church carry the Matter fo far, as to ſuſpend or 
es of this depoſe any of the diſobedient Brethren? Or, 
nſent re- was the Authority of the General Aſſembly ru- 
he next jn'd by ſuch Connivance? Have we not ſeen 
ſame in many General Aſſemblies fince that Time high- 
, B.) of ly regarded, and their Authority in a flouriſhing 
| Now, 7 Condition te Wes 
e Thirt)/ Aﬀeer all, I humbly beg, that ,none may be 


„ 


a fun- Fg with my Freedom in handling theſe 


py Con- Matters, ſeeing Conſcience hath moved me to it, 
the ma- for the Saſety of my Mother- Church, which I 
e expect ſtand engaged by the ſtrongeſt Ties to pro- 
binding mote, and which at this Juncture J take to be in 


legally extreme Danger; and in uch Caſes ommis homo 
aſe wit \2 eft miles. 
Presby- I I wiſh alſo, for the Safety and Quiet of the 


ning it, Church, that the Diffents and Proreſtations of 
es in all Members in Judicatoties were allowed to be re- 
yere for corded, with their Reaſons. - And J fee not why 
It '% this might not be allowed under pro r Regula- 

tions in our ſupreme —— udicatories, 
| 2 | 28. 


J 
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as well as in the Houſe of Peers of Great Bri- 
' Zain. Why ſhould we think it a greater Aſtront 

to our Authority, than they do to theirs? Or, 

do we pretend to Infallibility more than they? 
Likewiſe, it would add to the Church's Safe. =>: 
ty, that both the Number and Qualifications of 
uling Elders allowed to fit in Aſſemblies and 
Commiſſions were better regulated, and more 
narrowly canvaſſed. And many are of Opinion, 
16 that the Expeaiency of Ruling Elaers from 
10 Burghs ſhould of new be taken into ferious Con- 
1 ſide ration. k + Pepe C 
And J am ſure it is not much for our Safety, * 


Mi that National and Provincial Faſts are ſo much 
11.48 neglected, when Providence ſo loudly calls us to 
"Hit the Work of Humiliation and Prayer; when Sin 
I's zs arriving to ſo great a Height, when Clouds of 
1 Wrath are gathering ſo faſt, when all Zarope is 


M4 threatned with Blood and Confuſion, and when 
if deſtructive Diviſions and Schiſms are ready to 
break out among us at Home: And O do not - 
theſe frightfyl Appearances proclaim it to be a 
"I proper Seaſon for us to meet, and faſt and mourn, 
1 and: fee if we can weep our Hearts into one 
" Lump, and by dur united Prayers prevail with 
10 God, for Chriſt's Sake, to ſpare his People, and 
ot give his Heritage to Reproach; or elſe, that 
ö he will Prepare us to meet bi 
the Way o nd, if Judgment be- | 


im, when coming in 
| his Judgments ? And 
| gin at the Houſe of God, what ſhall be the End 
Will. of theſe that obey not the Goſpel ?. O that God 
I in his Mercy may awaken us in Time to think 
* upen theſe Things! en. 1 ſinc 


0 | | Chi 
1 Y 4 . . * \ 1 
| ' ” 


lies and 
nd more 
Opinion, 
rs from 


us Con- 


ic Salety, 
ſo much 
lis us to 
when Sin 
louds of 
Europe is 
1d when 
ready to 
) do not 
to be 206 
mourn, 
into one 
vail with 


E R M ON 
on JorI ii. 17. 
et the Prieſts, the Minifters of the 


Tora, deen beteveen the Porch and 


the Altar, and let them ſay, Spare 
thy People, O Lord, and give not 


.. thine Heritage to Reproach ; that 
the Heathen ſhould rule over them : 


Wherefore ſhould they ſay among the 
P cople, Wher els their To 2 8 


. this Time Twenty one Yeats 
aqa go (viz. October 1712.) I 
opened the Synod, by a Ser- 
mon on 1 Sam. iv. 13. con- 
cerning Elis Heart trembling 
for the Ark of God. Many 
of the Members of the Sy- 
nod are removed by Death 


I ſince that Time, but theſe who ſurvive, may re- 


A member, it was a very threatning Time to this 


4 Church ; yet it pleaſed our gracious God to fave 


her 


over again, and look very black; and a new þ 
Storm from another Airth (if God prevent not) 


or Miniſters of God: Why? Becauſe they, who 


ſters in a ſpecial Manner, Joe i. 13. Ly all. 


When others mourn in the Day, it js your Duty C 


22 


her from the Storm they impending, and allow; Exi 


her many Halcyon Days ſince, tho, alas! bad. 
ly improven : Wherefore the Clouds ſeem to 


is ready to blow. I haye choſen therefore this 


Text, which calls us for more than rrembling ther 
Hearts for the Ark, even weeping Eyes, and pray- vail 
ing Lips alſo: And O that all theſe might meet 9 4 


in us at this Time | | . WW.) 

In Joe's Time, the Church and People of , a 
God were threatned with a deſolating Judgment ; N70 
to prevent it, he calls them to publick National . t 


Faſting and Humiliation, Duties moſt proper for . u 


a'People expoſed to publick National Calamities. ©2215 
In the Text we have Directions giyen to Mini- the 
ſters for carrying on. this Work z In which let 


us | | 
Obſerve, r. The Perſons addreſſed, the Prieſtis 


were the Peoples Mouth to God upon other Oc. 
caſions, were efpecially called at this Time to- 
ſtand in the Gap, to turn away God's Wrath . V 
from the Church. Tho? others are not exeemed 
from this Duty, yet it is the Buſineſs of Mini- 34 
em 


Night in Sackcloth, ye Miniſters of my, God. 255 


to mourn both Night and Day. | 
2. Obſerve the Place where they are to mourn 
and wreltle ; Between the Porch and the Altar, 


7. e. the ſtately Porch built by Solomon, and the k — L 
great Braſen Altar, the publick Place where they _ , 


uſed to attend the Offering of Sacrifices ; there 
they are to pour out their Tears and * in 
View 


— — 


A A .23 3) 
View of all the People, that, by the Miniſter's 
nd allow, Example, the 1 701 may be affected and 
as! bad. {wrought into the like pious Diſpoſition. 
ſeem to 3. Obſerve the Words the Miniſters are dire- 
nd a neo to uſe and enlarge upon in their Prayers to 
vent not) God; Spare thy People, O Lord, and give not 
efore this zbine Heritage to Reproach, &c. In which 
rembling there are leveral ſtrong Arguments uſed to pre- 
and pray- vail with God for the Church; . 
ight meet ff, They are to cry, Spare, O Tord: q. d. 

c . We confeſs our Guilt and IIl- deſervings; we 
People of 4© acknowledge the Juſtice of thy Proceedings, 
1dgment ; tho we ſhould be cut off; all our Relief is in 
National , thy ſparing Mercy, and this we humbly look 
Iroper for up to, and plead for, with a merciful God.“ 
alamities. 24%, Another Plea is taken from the Relation 
to Mini- zrhey ſtood in unto God; We are thy People, 
which let hine Heritage: q. d. We are the People thou 
* haſt ſet thy Love upon, ſeparated for thy 


2 
8. 


he Prieſts. Church, taken into Covenant with thee, ran- 
zey, who ſomed from Egyptian Bondage, delivered 
other Oc- from many Enemies and Dangers, and preſer- 
Time to ved from Ruin by a Train of miraculous Pro- 


Zy all ! | 
my, God. People of God, if God give up with them; 
zur Duty | 


% If thou fend a Famine upon us (which was 
o mourn , the Judgment immediately threatned) then 
he Altar, 


and the Lands, ſhall be reproached as a poor veggarly 


[ere they 
s; there nh ces for the Temple; yea, we ſhall ſoon fall 
rayers in | 

View 


% under 


\ p 5 — Ny 


* under the Reproach of Servitude to our Hea- © 
then Neighbours, who will make an eafy | 
cc Prey of us (if once we be famiſhed) atid de- 
re dæprive us both of our Civil and Spiritual Li- 
ec herties, nr! of God's Ordinances, the 
e Symbols of his Preſence, and Means of Com- 
c munion with him; which we value as our 
ce great Honour and Happineſs above other, Na- ma 

' «© tions.” . Laſtly, They are to plead in Prayer, anc 
that the Reproach of the ch will: ſome 
— 75 God and in ts 1.65 þ 

ore ſpoulz they ſay among the People, Where is gut 
their Goa? q. 4 © Theſe U. People, N {ec 
« who watch for our Haking, will not conſider As, 

s our Sins and III-deſervings at God's Hand, „ * 
« but will talk reproachſulfy of God, ſaying} Cen 
ce Where is the God they truſted in, the God of? Dec 
* whoſe Power, Mercy and Faithfulneſs they SZene 
ce boaſted ſo much? They will ſay, He is either ut! 
« weak and could not help them in their Ex- *Þcil 
ce tremity, or unkind would not: Lord, Eng 
© ſpare aryl 2. thy Church, for thy Name, And 
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wt „ thy Glo ke. The Matter of our Re- f ne 
. & proach is not ſo great; But, Lord, What wilt J. 
ql e rhou do for thy great Name? on, 
| 
f 


DO CT. In Time of the Church's Danger, 
| Miniſters are eſpecially called to mourn, 
| Plead and wreſtle with God for her, that 
41 ſhe may not be abandoned or given up 16 
| Reproach, i Fogel 
4 In proſecuting this Subject, I propoſe to ſhew, I 
| f 1ſt, When it may be ſaid, chat a Church is left 

| ot given up to Reproach, ay 


* 


25 |) 
Jah, Why Miniſters ſhould be fo earneſt with 
Bod to prevent this Calamity. 
 34ly, Make Improvement ſuitable to the Caſe 
of this Church. | 


I. The frf Head is, To ſhew when a Church 
may be {aid to be left or given up to Reprbach 


and Contempt. | 
And here I ſhall mention ſeveral reproachful 


1 and Church- expoſing Evils, which Miniſters 
A. fo mournfully and fervently to deprecate, e- 
As 


ppecially when a Church is threatned with them. 
d . Imo, "When a Church falls into a back/lidin 


our Re- 
Phat wil 


Danger, 
o mourn, 
her, that 


6 Lr 45 
pen 0p za turn carnal in their Converſation ; Chriſtian Love 


240, 


1 4 

240, When deſtructive Schiſms and Diviſi- 
ons invade a Church, ſo that good Men, both 
Miniſters and Profeſſors of Religion, entertain 
harſh Thoughts, and break out into unchari- 
table Reflections, and ſevere Cenſures one againſt 1 
another, and will not ule Lenity or Forbearance | 
to them who differ from them in ſome leſſer 
Things. Theſe are Evils we ſhould earneſtly 7 ty, 
pray againſt, 2 they manifeſtly tend to ex- anc 
Poke and ruine a Church; for they put a Stop Th 
to the Progreſs of the Goſpel, the Converſion | ouy 
of Souls, and inbringing of Strangers to Chriſt: 4 
They hinder the ſweet Fellowſhip of Chriſtians | is | 
together, and their mutual Prayers with and for wit 
one another; and open a Flood-gate for innume- ing 
rable other Evils: As for Inſtance, They take Do 
us off from the Vitals and Eſſentials of Religion, 1 
the Life and Power of Godlineſs ; and, in the in] 
Room thereof, engage and employ us into many Ws; 
needleſs Diſputes, paſſionate Strivings, envious and 
Whiſpers, unchriftian Backbitings, and revenge- _ 5 
ful Actions. How ſadly verified do we find that 
Word of the Apoſtle, James iii. 16. Where En- Iufl 
Ming and Sirife is, there is Confuſion, and e- any 
very evil Work! We nave. oe Reaſon to 
plead and cry againſt this woful Spirit of Strife dep. 
and Contention; for, where it doth take Place, priv 
the Church's beſt Friend is highly provok d, had 
the Prince of Peace; and ſhe herſelf is ſadly. We 
expoled to the Scorn and Deriſion of her Ene- 3 
mies. . line 
ztio, It is moſt reproachful to a Church, when W 
goftrinal Errors creep into her, when her Tea- 
chers begin to reſile from the pure Truths off 
God handed down to them, and vent D 
* WAIC 
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4 which have a Tendency to Arminianiſin, Ari- 


Diviſi- aniſi or Deiſm ; when they extol natural Rea- 
n, both 4 ſoz more than Revelation, the Power of corrupt 
ntertaia Nature more than efficacious free Grace, Mens 
unchari- 3 own moral Performances more than imputed 
e againſt & Righteouſneſs, Jeſus Chriſt as a Pattern more 
bearance than as a Propitiation; or any other Opinions 
ne leſſer which tend to ſap the Foundation of Chriſtiani- 
-arneſtly - ty, or reproach the holy Spirit's Opetatians, 


d to ex- and Life of Faith, with the Name of Enthuſiaſin: 
t a Stop Theſe are Church- expoſing Evils, which we 
nverſion | ought to bewail and pray againſt. 
Chriſt:  4#o, It is reproachful to a Church, when ſhe 
hriſtians- is ſmitten with 2arrenneſ3 and Unfruitfulneſs, 
and for with reſpect to converting of Souls, and bring- 
innume - ing forth Children to God: When the great 
zey take Doctrine of Regeneratiorf and the New-birth 
Religion, is little preached or experienced in her; or, when 
, in the in Judgment ſhe hath given her a miſcarrying 
to many Womb and dry Breaſts, Lord, ſpare thy People, 
envious and give not thine Heritage to this Reproach. 
revenge to, It is a Church-diſgracing Evil, when 
find that God v1rharaws his holy Spirit and his gracious 
here Eu- Influences from her Miniſters and Teachers in 
„ and e- any Meaſure or Degree; of which there are 
2aſon to many, and each of them is to be dreaded and 
of Strife deprecated by us. As, 1ſt, When we are de- 
ke Place, prived of the Gifts and Qualifications we once 
rovok'd, had. 24/y, When the Light and Knowledge 
is ſadly we retain, hath no Influence on our Conſciences. 
er Ene-! 7605 When we loſe our Spirituality and Live- 
lneſs in the Worſhip and Ser vice of God. 4% /, 


h, when When we are ſtraitned in our Approaches to 
aer Tea God. 5thly, When we begin to think Duty 
Tuths off 2 Wearineſs, and our Hearts are alienated from 
octrines 5 _—_ it 
which ; 
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it. 6thly, When Heart-plagues and indwel- 
ling Corruptions prevail and increaſe, as Heart- 
Atheiſm, Unbelief, Carnality, Sc. 7:hiy, When 
we incline towards the "Temptations of Sin, 
and Society of ungodly Men. Sthiy, When 
wonted Reſtraints are taken off, and we turn 
looſe and profane in our Lives, fo as (like E- 
J's Sons) to tempt Men to abhor the Offerings | 

of the Lord. O Lord, ſpare thy People, and f 


give not thy Church to this Reproach. 


sto, It is reproachful to the Lord's Vineyard, 
when Breaches are made in her Walls and Fen- 
ces, ſo that her Enemies, the Foxes and wild 
Beaſts, break in, and ſpoil the Vines: When 


Strangers do devour her Strength, theſe of a dif- a 


ferent Perſwaſion and Communion do {ſpoil her 
of her ancient Rights and Liberties: When Pa- 
trons and their Abettors thruſt in Paſtors upon 
Chriſtian Congregations againſt their Will, where- 
by God's Ordinances are deſerted, the Miniſtry 
is contemned, the Lord's Day is profaned, the 
Flack of Chrilt is ſcattered and expoſed as a 
Prey to Seducers. Theſe are Evils we ſhould 
bewail and pray againſt with Tears, crying, 
Lord. 22 thy Church, and give her not up 
to this Reproach. . 
Imo, It is dilgracing to a Church, when God 
biaes his Face from. her when under Oppreſſion 
and Diſtreſs, and covers himſelf with a Cloud, 
that their Prayers cannot paſs through; ſo that 
Enemies are ready to ſay, as in the Text, Where 
is their God e © Where is the Fruit of all your 


e Prayers ? where is he in whom you truſted 


i for Help ? Where is your covenanted 70 


indwel- 
 Heart- 
, When 
of Sin, 


When 


'e turn” 


like E- 
fferings 
le, and 


neyard, flood in the Breach to keep off Wrath from her; 
d Fen- [When her burning and ſhining Lights are extin- 
d wild guiſhed; the precious Sons of Zion are thrown 
When Hy as earthen Pitchers ; when faithful Teachers 
f a dif- pre removed into Corners or Graves, and ſuch 
oil her put in their Room, who are * in 
en Pa- Religion, harden People in their Sins, or lull 
s upon them aſleep in a chriſtleſs and unregenerate State. 
where- t is diſtreſſing to a Church, when her Pillars 
liniſtry re ſtruck at, Perſecution is intended againſt the 
2d, the ampions of Chriſt's Cauſe; whereby others 
d as a fre intimidated with Fear to own it. How low 
ſhould as the Church brought in Hero's Time, Acts 
crying, Fü. when James was killed with the Sword, 
not ß Peer in Priſon ready to be execute, and all the 
eſt of the Apoſtles were deſigned as Sacrifices ? 
n God. Then the Pillars ſhook, the Diſciples trembled, 
reſſion ud the Enemies triumphed. This was a Time 
Cloud, pf Reproach; and it becomes all the Miniſters 
ſo that pf the Lord to weep betwegn the Porch and the 
Where ltar, and cry; Spare thy People, O Lord, 
your give not thine Heritage to this Reproach, or any 
truſted ther Church-diſgracing Evil. 1 7 
_ : The 


29 ) 
of whoſe Promiſes, to relieve = in Trouble, 
you wont to boaſt? This 1 is as a 
word in his Peoples Bones, /d. xlii. 10. a- 
ainſt which let us pray, Lord, ſpare thy Peo- 


le, and give not thine Heritage to this ſad Re- 


roach. | | 
Zoo, It doth ſadly expoſe a Church, when 
Per Pillars are removed; when theſe are diſcou- 
aged or taken away, who wont to weep and 
wreſtle between the Porch and the Altar, and 
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Hand, as in the Text, and alſo IS Iii. 6, 7, 
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II. The ſecond Head I propoſed was, To 
ſhew. why Miniſters ſhould be ſo earneſt with 
God to avert theſe Church-expoſing Evils, 
Reaſons for it: | | 
1. Becauſe God expreſly requires this at their 


is 1 
0 
72 Ct 
Da 
D th 
T have ſet Watchmen upon thy Walls, O ſeru · Nion 
ſalem. Ie that make mention of the Zora, WP" 0 
keep not Silence ; and give him no Reſt, till he 

eſtabliſh Jeruſalem. Where we may ſee the great Vall 
End for which God ſets Miniſters in ſuch pub. Met: 
lick Poſts ; it is not to keep Silence in an evil, Ee 


Time as other prudent Men may do, but to Like 


ſpeak aloud in Zion's Bebalf, and to interceed Id · 
and wreſtle with God for her. And we ſee God Mea. 
requires Faithfulneſs in this Matter. reſt, 
2. This hath been the approven Practice of 
the Lord's Prophets and Mmilſters in all Ages. 
How earneſt was Meſes in wreſtling and plead- 
ing forthe Church in his Day ! Exod. xxxli. 11, 
12, I3. And Moles beſought the Lord his Goa, 
and ſaid, Lord, why doth thy Wrath wax hot 
againſt thy People, which thou haſt brought! 
forth out of the Land of Egypt, with great 
Power and a mighty Hand? Wherefore ſh@#11 
the Egyptians ſpeak, and ſay, For Miſchief dia 
he bring them out, to ſlay them in the Moun- 
tains,” and conſume them from the Earth ' 
Turn from thy fierce Wrath, and repent of this 
Evil againſt thy. People. Remember Abra- 
ham, 1 and Iiratl thy Servants, ro whom 
zhon ſwareſt, &c. Here is an interceſſory Prayer 
for Jrael, full of the moſt powerful Arguments, 
worthy of our Imitation. In like Manner was 


the Prophet Samuel imployed for the Church ing 11. 
1 ö his Cxx1 


4 


37 | 
is Time, 1 Sam: xii. 23, As for me (faith he) 
od forbid that I ſhould ſin againſt the Lord, 


rn ceaſing to pray for you. So the Prophet 
David relle tos the Church, Pal. — 7. 


was, To 
neſt with 
ng Evils. 


lis at their 


ii. 6, „ P that the Salvation of Iſrael were come out of 
„O ſeru- Nion! Yſal. xxv. 22. Redeem Iſrael, O God, 
the Lord pu of all his Troubles. Pfal. Ii. 18. Do Good in 
ſt, till he good Pleaſure unto Zion, build thou the 
the great Malls of Jerufalem. So Aſaph, Pſal. Ixxx. 14. 
ſuch pub. Merurn, we _— thee, O God of Hoſts : Look 
n an evil! on from Heaven, and viſit this Vine, &c. 


>, but to Likewiſe the Prophet Iſaiab was thus concern'd, 
interceed Aſa. Ixii. 1. For Zion's Sake will I not bold my 
e ſee God tPeace, and for Jerulalem's Sake will I not 
ve wreſt, until the Righteouſneſs thereof go forth as 
Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as a 
Lamp that burneth. And ſo the Prophet Da- 
niet wreſtled fervently for the Church, Dan. ix. 
xxxli. 11, 16, 17, 18, 19. So did Nehemiab, Neh. i. 5,6, 
his God, 7» 8, 9, Sc. And fo did the Apoſtle Pau, 
wax Hot Rom. i. 9. and x. 1. Eph. i. 16, 17. But 1 
brought} have a greater Pattern to lay before you than all 
th greatly theſe, even that of the Angel of the Covenant, 
re bald the great 8 - and Teacher of the Church, 
chief did Zech. i. 12. How earneſtly doth he plead for 
8 Moiun- the Church in Diſtreſs ? O Lord of oſts 9 how 
Earth long wilt thou not have Mercy on Jeruſalem, 
2 of this} and the Cities of Judah, againſt which. thou 
r Abra-WW haſt had Indignation theſe Seventy Tears? Let 
ro who us imitate him, | 
y Prayer . Becauſe God is exceedingly delighted with 
zuments, ¶ ſuc 


ractice of 
all Ages. 
nd Plead- 


hurch inf} 11. and promiſeth Proſperity to them, ©fas. 
his cxxli. 6. ; | 


4. Mi- 


Pleadings, and allows great Familiarity to 
mer was theſe who interceed for his Church, Iſa. xlv. / 
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4. Miniſters ſhould be more earneſt for the 


Church in Trouble than other Men, becauſe they 


are Chriſt's principal Servants, who ſhould be 
more zealous for their glorious Maſter than o 
thers, and know beſt the near Relation the 
Church itands in to him, that ſhe. is his. City 
his Houſe, his Heritage, his Spouſe, his Body 
and the Purchaſe of his Blood. And therefore 
Miniſters, for their Maſter's Sake, ſhould inter- 


2 with the greateſt Earneſtneſs ſor the 


rch. | 


5. Becauſe Miniſters are, by their Office, bound? 
to have more Compaſſion than others to pre- 
cious Souls, which cannot miſs to be in a miſe- 
_ rable Situation, when the Church is diſtreſt with 


- og Judgments, as the Withdrawing of the 
irit from Ordinances, and the Plague of dry 
Breaſts. Rur 

6. Becauſe at ſuch a Time the Souls of Mini- 
ſters are like to ſuffer as well as others; for the 


Church being the Mother of us all, if it be ill 


with her, and her Condition ſickly and pining, 
our Souls muſt Janguiſh with other Mens. 

- 7. Becauſe Miniſters ſhould beſt know the 
Hazard- of being ſilent and unconcerned about 
the Church's Danger and Trouble; ſeeing there 
5 heavy Wo denounced againſt them, auh are 
— Eaſe im Zion, and are not grieved for the Af 
Riction off Joſeph, Amos vi. x, 6. And they 
know what Wrath was threatned againſt Eſther, 
If ſhe did keep Silence when the Church was in 
Danger, Efhe#' iv. 14. For if thou altogether 
hold thy Peace at this Time, then ſhall En- 


Jargement and Deliverance ariſe to the — 


. ſor the 


cauſe they 


ſhould be 


r than o 


| | / 
' Firſt Uſe may be of Zamenration, upon the 


ation the 
his. City 
1's Body 
therefore 
uld inter- 
for the 


ice, bound] 
s to pre- 
n a miſe- 


treſt with 
ng of the 


ae of dry 


ing there 
, who are 
r the Ai. 
\nd they 
t Eſther, 
ch was in 
Itoget ber 
ball En- 


he = 


1 (33 -) 
from another Place, br t thor 
Houſe ball be agree. Rel 


kA Il: The Improvenin. 


and thy Father's - 


Account of our Silence and Unconcernedneſs 
who are Miniſters” about the Church of God 
when in Danger and Diſtreſs. Ah! how few 
are there among us of Elis Diſpoſition this 
Day, whoſe Hearts are trembling for the Ark of 
God! How few weeping between the Porch 
and the Altar, and crying, Spare thy People, 
0 Zare, and give not thine Inheritance to Re- 
Fury ! Witneſs the Untrequency of Faſt- 
ays, and the cold Entertainment given to Mo- 
tions ſor obſerving them. What! Is it a Time 
for Silence eſs, when the Affairs of Zi- 
on are in ſuch a melancholly Situation both at 
home and abroad? Is it Time for us to dwell at 
Eaſe in our ceiled Houſes, when the Lord's 
Houſe is threatned to be laid waſte by our woful 
Backſlidings, and deſtructive Diviſions? Is it be- 
coming the Character of Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, to 
ſhew an Indifferency anent his Church's Danger, 
and to act the Part of a Heathen Gallio, to care 
for none of theſe Things? O what Cauſe have 
we to bewail the Caſe of thoſe, who can be eaſy 
about the publick Intereſt of the Church, if it 
go well with their own private. Affairs; who 
care not, if they can ſwim in Proſperity, tho" 
the Church be drowned in Tears arid Blood! 
What is this! but to be like the King and Ha- 
man, who fat down to drink when the City 
Shuſpatt was *  Efth, lil. 15. * 2 
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_. Chriſtian Miniſter to nind his private Concerns; 
and neglect the Publick., is as great Folly, as if a 
Sailor in a Storm ſhould notice only his private 
Cheſt, and neglect the Veſſel in which he anc 
his Effects are embarked. It is recorded as: 
Praiſe-worthy Action, and a noble Evidence of 2 
publick Spirit in one Terentius, a Captain unde 
the Emperor Valens, who having done ſome 
ſpecial Service to the Emperor, for which he 
judged him worthy of an eminent Reward, he Beh 
bid him ask what he would have, and it ſnould x. 
be granted. Whereupon, after Ad viſement and 
he wrote a Petition to the Emperor, That the Wre 
Orthodox Chriſtians might have Liberty of 2 the 
Church by themſelves, where they might wor 2. 

ſhip God ſeparately from the Arians. The Em- Chu 
peror being Arian himſelf, was much offendedi iin h 
with the Petition, tore it in Pieces, and threw iii who 
away, ng the Captain ask Bmethiog foriſhall 

| himſelf: But he carefully pucherin up the Piece! 
of his torn Petition, ſaid, If he could not be heard 


in Chriſt's Cauſe, he would ask nothing for him . | 
elf. Alas, that we, who are Chriſt's Minaters well 
ſhould fall ſo much ſhort of this Soldier in Co As 
cern for Chriſt's Intereſt ! | hic 
But the beſt Improvement we can make ofFwhen 
this Doctrine is for Amendment; and thereſore n th. 
I proceed to a | | appe: 
oth 

Second Uſe, of Exhortation. And here, myer . 
dear Brethren, ſuffer me to be your humble Re. Nrhen 


membrancer, and my own Monitor: And the. 16 
Duty exhorted to is that I have been inſiſtingſſrae] 
upon from the Text, Weep and pray for all the (2. 
. Churches of God that are in Diſtreſs, and 2 as of | 

= cially * 


a i 


oncerns;l cially the Church of & and, our Mother- 
„ as if a Church, which at this DU is in Danger of be- 
; privateſſſ ing torn in Pieces and de :Toyed, if God in his 

he and} Mercy do not prevent ic. O let us cry with all 
ded as af our Might, Lord, ſpare by People, and give 
ence of a ot thine Heritage, in Scotland, io Reproach : 
in under Wherefore ſoould they ſoy among the People, 
ne ſome ere is their God? Aud, for your Encou- 
which ha rage ment to wreſtle and plead with God in her 
yard, he Behalf, let me offer theſe Conſiderations ; 
it ſhould x. Such Pleadings are moſt acceptable to God, 
viſement ſand prevalent with him. Who are they but the 
That the Wreſtlers that deliver the Church, and preſerve 
2erty of à the Iſland ? * 
ght wor- 2. Theſe who are moſt concerned for the 
The Em-. Church in Danger, ſhall have the greateſt Share 
1 oftendedBin her Comforts when God reſcues her. They 
d threw iti who ſow moſt of the Seed of Tears for Zion, 


ething forfſhall. reap moſt of her Joys when the Harveſt 
the Pieceiſ comes. 


ot be heard 


3. We have noble Arguments to make uſe of 

g for him r with God for this poor Church, as 

Miniters well as they had for 1/-ael of old; 

er in ConY As, (1.) The Compaſſion of his Nature, 
| hich hath often interpoſed for this Church, 

1 make olFwhen he ſeemed to be giving her up. So was it 

thereſoreſn the Caſe of Iſrael, Judges x. 14. where God 


appeared to reject them, and bid them, Go cry 


o the gods they had choſen, and let theſe deli- 
J here, myer them in the Time of their Trouble; yet, 
zumble Re. hen Jrael perſiſted in crying for Pity, it is ſaid, 
And thiv. 16. His Soul was grieved for the Miſery of 
en infiſtingWſrael, and he delivered them. 


ſor all they (2.) We may plead the Glory of his Name, 


and 57 as of old, Jer. xiv, 21. Lord, do not diſgrace 


cially E 2 the 


zhe Throne of thy G y, viz. the Temple where 
thy Glory is diſplayed : 4. 4. Lord, we deſerve 
ce to have Diſgrace put upon us; but O let it 
© bein ſuch a Way, that the Diſgrace may not 
* reflect upon thyſeli, upon thy Worſhip, thy 
« Ordinances, thy Attributes, thy Promiles. 
* Let not our Enemies have Occaſion to re- 
* proach thy Name, or to ſay, Where is now 
« their God? Where is the God they always 
*© boaſted of, as ſuperior to all the gods of the 
* Nations? So may we ſay, Lord, do for 
thine own Name's Sake : IN is no great Matter 
wwhat become of the Miniſters or Profeſſors 0 


PL. 
* 


Scotland; But what wilt thou do for thy great 


Name, that may come ſome way to ſuffer with 
them? Lora, what 01 rhe Welt ay 
Exod, xxxii. 2 

(3.) We may plead his Covenant with us, as 
they did, Jer. xiv. 21. Lord, remember and 
break not Covenant -with us. Tho' we have 
broke to thee, Lord, do.not thou break to us. 
We are a People in Covenant with thee more 
explicitely than other Nations : We are a Land 
peculiarly given to Chriſt by the Father's Do- 
nation, as being among the Ends and uttermoſt 
Parts of the Earth, and among the Ifles, which 
have ſeen his Salvation, and waited for his Law: 
We are a Land moſt folemnly devoted to God 
by our reforming Anceſtors, who, in a National 
Way, avouched the Lord to be their God ; and 
at the ſame Time gave up themſelves and their 
Poſterity to the Lord; and thou, Lord, didſt 
declare thyſelf well-pleaſed with the Bargain, 
thou didit fill the Temple with thy Glory, 
work great Deliyerances for us, and raiſe up Sa- 
| | es... 
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DIRECTIONS. a 

I proceed in the next Place, with all Humi- 
lity, to offer ſome Advices proper for Miniſters 
of the Goſpel relative to this Subject: And, that 
I may the better reach them, 1 (hall propoſe 
and anſwer ſome Queſtions. 

Queſt. 1. What Things ſpall we pray for at 
this Time unto this Church, for preventing her 
Reproach, reirieving her Creait, and promoting 
her Welfare ? 3 | 

Anſ. 1. Let us pray for a Spirit of Repen- 
zance, Aourning and Supplication to all Ranks 
among us, that we may. all be diſpoſed to humble 
ourſelves before the Lord, and mournfully to be- 
wail our Sins, our Backſlidings and Defections, 
which have provoked God to withdraw from 
us, and threaten to give us up to Reproach. 
O that Scotland were brought to the Temper of 
penitent returning Iſrael, 1 Sam. vii. a. where it 
is ſaid, that ad Iſrael lamented after the Lord! 
Were all Ranks moved in a penitent Manner to 
come and lament after a departing God, it would 
be a hopeful Token for the Lane. 

2. Let us pray Ya God's pouring out his Spi- 
rit from on high upon the Ordinances and A.- 
ſemblies of this Land, for convincing, enlight- 
ning and converting of Souls to the Lord: For 
ee Never jake 8 Ky to the better, 
until the Spirit be poured out ſrom on high, 
Iſa. xxxij. — till 3 Wilderneſs will not 


il 
be turned to a fruittul Field, Well then, Jet kr 


ö 


8 . r 


* ee — 1 = _ 
N  TID OT IN 


N 


en a "$4 


ESI Vid 


ba mo. 2 
— =" 3 


Ly 


38 
all pray for a Time when Goſpel-ordinances 
diſpenſed by us ſhall be remarkably backed with 
God's Power and Preſence; for a Time when 
by the Effuſion of the Spirit @ great and effeftu- 
al Door (hall be opened to us, as was to Paul 
at Epbeſys, 1 Cor. xvi. 9. a Door of Utterance 
opened in Miniſters Mouths, and a Door of En- 
trance in Sinners Hearts: A Time when Mini- 
ſters Minds ſhall be enlightned, their Hearts 
warmed, Memories ſtrengthned, and Tongues 
looſed, ſo that they ſhall have a great Facility 
in uttering their Thoughts; Their Hearts ſhall 
indite a good Matter, and their Tongues be as 
the Pen of a ready Writer, Let us pray for the 


Time when Miniſters Mouths ſhall be opened, 


and Hearers Appetites ſharpned ; when Miniſters 
Hearts ſhall be enlarged, and Hearers Hearts 
melted ; when the Arrows of the Word ſhall 
be directed by a powerful Hand to pierce the 
Conſciences of Men, and they brought thereby 
to make ſerious Enquiries about their eternal 
State, What muſt we do to be ſaved ? This would 
retrieve our Credit. | 
3. Let us pray earneſtly for the Down-pouring 
of the Spirit upon young Students and . Expe- 
ctants of the holy Miniſtry, That God may 
make them acquainted with Regeneration. work 
in their younger Years, and raiſe up amongſt 
them eminent Inſtruments of his Glory; make 
them burning and ſhining Lights, Men of pub- 
lick Spirits, who will defire to ſpend and be 
ſpent for the Glory of Chriſt, and winning of 
uls; Men that will prefer Zeruſalem to their 
chiefeſt Joy; Men that will be ſuitably weighted 
with the Work they are undertaking, an — 
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That God may preſerve us from 
ever bath a Tendency thereto ;. and from all Po- 


— Enmnny 


39 
cerned to be cleared about 3 having God's 


Call to it; Men that will not ruſh forwardly u- 


n the Work, have an active Hand in. thruſt- 
ing themſelves into the Vineyard, and fo run un- 


ſent, but wait patiently till God clear theirWay. 


O that God would raiſe up ſuch a Miniſtry in 


Scotland for the next Age! O that he would 


ſend ſuch Labourers into his Harveſt | this would 
prevent our Reproach, and retrieve our Credit. 

4. Let us pray for the Continuance of the 
Purity of Dottrine and Worſhip in the Land, 
ei ſin, and what- 


iſp, Socinian, or Arian Errors; and that he 
r us from all Telagian and Armini- 
an Tenets and Opinions, that ſo Men may ſee 


and acknowledge God in every Thing, whereas 


Pelagians and Arminians ſcarce ſee God in any 
Thing, but make Man bimſelf (as it were) a 


God, by aſcribing all to his natural Powers, and 
making him independent with reſpect 


to his Con- 
verſion and ſpiritual Perſormances. O what a 
Reproach would it be to us, if ſuch Errors ſhould 
prevail among us 

5. Let us pray for the Preſervation of the 
Peace and Unity of this Church, and that our 


Breaches may all be healed, and greater Breaches 


2 ; That God may pity us in our pre- 
ſent Situation, and raiſe up Peace. makers amongſt 
us: That he may inſpire al! the Miniſters of this 
Church with a Spirit of Meekneſs, Charity and 
Forbearance towards their Brethren, who cannot 
attain to the ſame Light with them in ſome leſſer 
Matters; and that he may deliver us from a Spi 
tit of Bitterneſs, Malice or Perſecution agai 

our 
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our Brethren. K E. monſtrous and reproach- ed. Le 
. ful will it be, for theſe who bear the Character of ven v 
Chriſt's Lambs and Doves, to fall a biting and I us bow 
tearing one another like Lions and Birds of Prey | pull d. 
2 a for the Removin of all theſe 3. Let 
Things which are the Cauſes of Diviſion and Prayer: 
Contention among us; and particularly for Deli- UP ayi:; 
verance from all ſpiritual Oppreſſion, and En-Yreſtl, 
croachments upon the Rights and Liberties of when | 
this Church, by Patrons or others, that ſo Con- 4. Li 
gregations may 3 with Paſtors with the [When v 
Scand Cove. ing of the Members thereof; fill our 
this would 2 me much for our Welfare, and and as 
prevent our Reproach. Is Let 
9 Let us pray, That God would pour out a i 
Spirit of 2 Formation, and of Zea for Piety, Peace, 
and againft all Manner of Sin and Vice, upon xii. Ls 
all Ranks of Perſons amongſt us; ſuch as Aa- n 4ilige 
giftrates, Miniſters, Elders, Heads of Families, ours v 
Parents and Teachers of Muth; So that every to Mar 
ud thi 

_ Queli 


one in their reſpective Stations may vigorouſly 
exert themſelves ſor ſuppreſſing Sin, and recom- 
mending the Exerciſe of Godlineſs amongſt thoſe yours 5 
committed to their Charge: And hereby the Cre- i ov 
dit and Proſperity of the Church would be great- n Pro 
ly promoted. N ber Re; 
"i 2, How is it that we muſt pray for the Anſu 
Church, ſo as to prevail? | offer the 
ion; 
1. Le 
urni ſhe. 


Antw. 1. Let us pray in Faith, Jam. i. 6. 
believing that God is infinite in Power, and able 
to help; ſull of Compaſſion, and ready to help; | 

and depending intirely upon the Merits and Me- Treaſure 
diation of ' Jeſus Chriſt: for Acceptance in our ſtudy tc 
Prayers 2. Let us pray with Fervenqy, like nud uſcf 
Jacub, who wreſtled with God, when he pray” arlety 


4 f 


ed. | Let us by importunate Addreſles beſiege Hea- 


ven with holy Violence ; and, like Samſon, let 
us bow ourſelves with ali our Might, in order to 
pull down the Pillars of Dagon's Temple 
3. Let us join penitent Tears with our fervent 
Prayers; for, in the Text, we find Weeping and 
Praying linked together : Alſo the famous 


Wreſtler Jacob wepr and made * * N 


when he prevailed with the Angel, Hof. xii. 4. 
. Let us pray in an argumentative Manner, 


th the when we plead with God far his Church; let us 

iereof; fill our Mouths with Arguments, as in the Text, : 

* and as Moſes did, Exod. xxxii. 11, 12, 13. : 
| 5. Let us pray with Perſeverence, as we are di- q 

= a ſrected, Eph. vi. 18. Rom. xii. 12. Hold not your x 
ety, 


| 1 him no Reſt, laith the Prophet, Ja. | 
upon xii. 4, 6, 7.—6. Let our Prayers be joined with ' £ 
a diligent Uſe of the Means, to obtain the Fa- 
ours we ask : As idle Beggars are not welcome | 
o Man's Door, ſo neither are they to God's. | 
nd this leads to * Kats 
Queſt. 3. What are theſe Means and Endea- i 
ours proper to be uſed by us, in Con junction 
vith our Prayers, in order to obtain the Credit 
and Proſperity of this Church, and to prevent 
ber Reproach ? a a | 
Anſw, I defire in the humbleſt Manner to 7 
offer theſe following to my Brethrens Conſidera- 
ion; 5 | 
1. Let us all endeavour to be like the wel- i 
Furniſhed Scribe, that bringeth forth out of his $ 
Prealure, Zhings both new and old, i, e. Let us 
udy to be ſurniſhed with a Stock of neceſſary 
and uſeful Knowledge, that. we may bring fort 
ariety of Proviſion for the Entertainment of our 
WWW Peoples 
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42 A 
Peoples Souls; The Prieſts Lips ſhould preſerve 
Bs e. In the frſt Place, Let 4 be 
well skilled in Scriprure-Knowledge, in the 
Knowledge of God and bis Perfections, and of 
the Myſtery of the Trinity ſo far as revealed, and 
of FL Us wats our Surety and Sacrifice, Like- 
wiſe we need the Knowledge of human Arts 
and Sciences, and of the Languages; and ＋ 
cially theſe in which the holy Bible was firſt 
written: This Knowledge is a good Handmaid 
to Divinity and Scripture-Knowledge ; and, for 
acquiring theſe, we ought to have Nurſeries, of 
Learning, and Schools of the Prophets, as in an- 
Cient. Ages. | 8. 3 
There is a Set lately riſen among us, who de- 
ery ſuch Knowledge as unneceſſary for Goſpel- 
Maniſters, and therefore make Choice of illiterate 
Men for that Office. But, if the Devi ſhould 
ſtir up Ariaus, Socinians, Deiſts, or others, to 
make an Attack upon our holy Religion, wah 
could ſuch Men do to defend it ? If Rome ſhoul 
ſend her /ubtile Feſuits and learned Prięſis a- 
mong us, to ſubvert the Protgſtant Doctrines, 
and miſlead, our People, how would theſe unlear- 
ned Preachers be able to maintain them, and diſ- 
cover the Fallacies of their Arguments? 
Object. © (fay they) we have the Word to 
op ple them. ITT > 
- Anfev. 1ſt, Had there not been Men of Lear- 
ning before. you to have tranſlated -it, you even 
would not had that. 24%, Put the belt Sword 
ever was, in the Hand of one that wants Skill to 
ule it, he could not thereby defend himſelf againſt 
him that is expert in the Art of Fencing. When 
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( 43 )) 

quote is not july ee what would you 
anſwer him ? It bath been e obſerved 
the Authors of our Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtories, 
at the Bloody Emperor Djoclefian did not ſq 
much Miſchief to the Church and her Miniſters 
as the Emperor Julian the Apoſtaze did. The frſt 
indeed put many of them to Death, but the De- 
vi} learned Julian another Way, vis. to take 
away the Maintenance of Minitters, and put 
down their Schools of Learning; and hereby 
lian did the greateſt Damage of the two: 
or, tho Diecſion took many eminent Men 
away, there {till aroſe others in their Stead : but 
the Robbing of Miniſters, and Schools of Lear- 
ning, of their Maintenance and Revenues, did 
hinder a Succeſſion of able Miniſters in the 
Church. And ſhall any Lover of Zion join If- 
ſue with that infamous Apoftate? Let young 
Preachers and Expeftants remember this, that 

they may diligently improve their excellent O 
portunities in furniſhing themſelves with the 
e, of the Zanguages, 8 Philo- 
ophy, Mat bematicks, 4 onomy, 
and” Polemick Divinity, which are good Hand- 
maids to Scripture-Knowledge : And this would 
be one Way to promote the Welfare ' of this 
Church; and prevent her Reproach ; for an ig- 

norant Miniſtry is a Reproach to any Chureh. 
IT. Let all of us ſtudy in a ſpeci er to 
be found among theſe who deſerve the C er 
of able Miniſters of the New Teſtament; men- 
tioned by the Apoſtle, '2 Cor. iii. 6. Q@neft. 
Who is it that may be denominate an able Mi- 
27 of .the New Teſtament 3 Anſ. He is one 
that is well-skilled in the Myftery of Chriſt, 


and him cruciſied; that ktiows how to open up 
1 * _ the 


4 


the Covenant of Grace, and the Method of our 
Juſtification by Jeſus Chriſt and his Righteo 
neſs only. He makes it his main Buſineſs to hold 
forth the Excellency and Ulefulneſs of Chriſt, 
both , for our. Zuſtification and Sancti fication. 
He looks upon Jeſus Chriſt as the Chriſtian's 
great Sprety and Sacrifice, and allo as his Head 
of Influences, his Life, and that without Chriſt 
wwe can do nothing: And therefore he makes it 
the great End of his Sermons to. exalt Chriſt, 
and free Grace. diſplayed thro? him; to preach 
up Chriſt, and preach down S; to make 
hriſt All, and Self nothing: And, whether he 
preah Duties or Privileges, Threatnings or 


Promiſes, the Tendency of all is to lead Sinners 


from a Covenant of Works to a Covenant of 


Grace, from. Self to Chriſt. Again, this News- 


Teſtament Miniſter not only preacheth up the 
Excellency of the Righteouſneſs Of Chriſt, and 
of Faith therein, for our Salvation; but he alſg 
inſiſts upon the, Neceſſity of Repentance for 
Sin, and Reformation from it: He preſſes the 
Practice of Holinsſi and all moral Duties, to 
compleat the Character of a true Chriſtian : He 
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f ANGER ns 
of the right Stamp, that they be Chriſtian Morals, , 


and of the fame Nature with Goſpel-holinefs or 
Sanctification; and, in order thereto, he directs 
Men to Jeſus Chriſt, the Treaſure and Fountain of 
Grace and Holineſs, the Fountain of Sanctiſſcation 
as well as of Zuſtificarioun. Moraiity performed in 
the Strength of Nature is {till ſowre Fruit, and can 
never pleaſe God, till it ſpring from Chriſt as 
the Root; 4unregenerate Morality, however far 
en advance in it, is {till hut Nature at beſt. 
he Heart muſt be renewed, nd the Soul uni- 
ted to Chriſt, before Morality can be refined in- 
o Goſpel. holineſs, and moral Virtues commence 
briſtis: Graces. The Goſpel-minilter teacheth, 
that all acceptable Morality, all true Grace or 
olineſs, is the proper Reſult of the Soul's Uni- 
on with the holy Jeſus, our living Head, who 
is the firft and immediate Receptacle ' of the 
holy Spirit, and of all ſanctifying Influences for 
he Uſe of his Members; and out of his Fulneſs 
e muſt by Faith receive theſe vital and quick- 
ing Influences neceſſary for promoting Sanctifi- 
ation in us. And O how much would it be for 
he Credit and Intereſt of this and every Chri- 
ſtian Church, to be duly provided with ſuch 
able Miniſters of the New Teſtament | 5 
III. Let us be diligent in inſtructing our Peo- 
ple in the Knowledge of the firſt Principles of 
briſtianity, and eſpecially in Catechizing af the 
Youth. The moſt famous of the ancient Fa- 
hers have gloried in their being Catechiſts. This 
$ a molt neceſſary Part of our Work : For, if 
he Foundations of Knowledge be not carefully 
laid amongſt our People, our Succeſs muſt be 
arred ; the beſt Sermons will be loſt upon them, 
H Ignorance prevail among them. And, ſeeing 
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| J their Souls Salvation: And therefore 


| _buſneſs, as the only Ground of their Juſtificatior 
' 3nd Acceptance at God's Bar. And, this being gon of 
ſuch a critical Time for their Souls, we ought 
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Youth- is the moulding Age, and the pro I 

Seaſon. for receiving ' Inſtruction, we Legs] co inf 
improve it well by frequent and diligent Cate- Sant... 
chizing. A Veſſel will long retain the Scent of ke 

that with which it is firſt ſeaſoned ; fo Perſons that it 
are more ready to retain good Impreſſions made 
upon them in the Time of Youth than aſterv ards. tions 
Let us look upon the Young as the Seed of theſſr ny 
next Generation, as the Lambs of the Flock, NE f 


on, 


towards whom a ſpecial Care and Tenderneſs is by Na 


to be expreſt. 


firſt Charge Chriſt gave to 
Peter was, to feed his Lambs, the Yaung and Aa * 


Weak of the Flock. This is the moſt uſual Sea- the M 
ſon of Converſion, the Time when the Heart ud . 


is ſooneſt melted, and the Affectians afe moſt} 
able; and, if ever we prevail with Sinners, 5 3-8 
auth is the malt likely Time for it. And there. og... 
fore let us have a tender Care of the Tung in Camp. 
gue Congregations, and more eſpecially at their} Ps: 
rſt Admiſſion to the Lord's Table: This is thefſy. 4. 
Time of their renewing their baptiſmal Cove- 
nant, their becoming Chriſtians by their own vo- 
luntary Choice, as well as by their Parents De- 
dication ; the Time of their entring into the 
State of adult Church-members ; the Time 0 
laying the Foundation-ſtone of their ¶piritua. 


it ſhould be done with Deliberation, holy Skill 
and deep Digging by Humiliation, Repentance 
Self-fearching, ' renouncing Self-Righteouſnels 
and removing all falſe Foundations, till they win 
to the Rock Chriſt, and his molt perſect Righte- 


according to the Aſſembly's Pirection, diligently] paſt by 
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C8 ? 
eo inſtruct them before their firſt Admiſſion. — 
the Lords Supper larly as to the Co 
nant e an the Aftides S a6 | 
take them ſolemnly engaged thereunto, and 
that in a more expreſs Way than we did their 
Fathers at their Baptiſm. Let us put ſuch Que- 


ſtions' to them as ele, and walt for their An- 
ſwers. 
I. $. What Senſe have you of your Miſery 


by Nature, and while the Coyenant of 
9 857 ? 
| Do you ſee che & you ſtand in of 
to Med or's Help to relieve you out of this 
tate 
3.2. 4 you ſenſible of your breaking your 


b ements, by running away from 
ee your In, going over — the Devil's 


87 ſtanding long out againſt Chriſt's Calls? 

Are y 1 2 to return unto the 
Ke, S penitent igals, and moutning Back- 
ſliders, with your Faces Zion-wards, — ing as 
ye go, willing to renew your baptiſmal Vows, 
aying, Come ler us join ourſelves to the Lord in 
an everlaſting Covenant, never to be forgotten F + 

> > Are you content to break with the 

Trinity of Hell, and engage with the Tyinity of 
Heaven? i. e. Are you content to renounce the 
World, the Devil, and the Fleſh ; and to ac- 
cept of God the Father as your Father, God the 
Son as your Redeemer, and God the Holy Ghoſt 
— Sanctifier, in whoſe Name ye are bapti- 


Do you admire redeeming Love in the 
Sor, of God his undertaking to dy a Surety and 
Sacrifice for the Race of Adam; when he 
paſt by fallen Angels ? ? 


7.x |} 


G ( 43. ) aotse thy 
7. L. Do you heartily approye of this excel-. lof them 
lent Contrivance e method of Salvation ters; an 


thro? . the , Suretiſhip and Satisfaction of Jeſus Ito the le 


Chriſt ? Do ye think this a Device worthy. of 
God, and of infinite Wiſdom? ?:; 

8. D. Are you therefore willing to renounce fla 
your own Righteouſneſs and Strength as inſuffi- i 
cient to anſwer the Demands of the Law, and to 
accept of a Surety for both, and ſay, In the 
Lord Jeſus T havg 17 and Strength; 


I am willing to m le of a borrowed Strength 
for my Performi Duty, and of a borrowed 
Righteouſneſs for my Acceptance in Duty ? 

9. O. Are you willing to go in to this Self- 
denying Method of Salvation; and are you well 

leaſed with it, as it tends to make you eternal 

ebtors to free Grace, excludes all glory ing and 
boaſting in the Creature, and aſcribes al the 
Glory of your Salvation to Chriſt only; takes 
the Crown off the Head of SH, and puts it on 
the Head of Chriſte _ ke 25 

. 10 0 Are you content to accept of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Mediator betwixt God and Man, in all 

is Offices; as a Prophet, to inſtruct and teach 
you; as a Prieſt, to atone and interceed for you; 
and as a Ning, to rule in and over you? 

11. 2. Are you content to take Chriſt as a 
King to govern. you by his Laus, as well as a 
Prieſt to ſave you by his Blood? Are you deſirous 
he may come in as a King to execute his kingly 
Office in your Soul, to ſet up his Throne in your 
Heart, and to {ſubdue all indwelling Sin, and to 
conquer all your Luſts and Corruptions ? | 

12. 2. No you look on your Sins as the Ene- 
mies and Crucifiers of Chuil lt > and do you re- 

1 RF 6 690 ſolve 


— 
* 


| 49 ) | 
folve thro? his Grace to throw out every ons 
of them, and to . harbour none of theſe Murde- 
ers; and to give no Houſe-room nor Heart. room 
o the leaſt Nail or Thorn that pierced Chriſt ? 
+ 13-2; Are you willing to cut off every Right- 
and, and pluck out every Right. eye for Chriſt, 
and not to count any vin too dear to part with 
for Jeſus Chrilt ? | 
14. Q. Do you deſire to come to Chriſt for 
auttification as well as for Fuſtification ;- for 
- WHolineſs as well as for Happineſs ; for Confor- 
mity and Likeneſs to God, aszvell as for Acceſs 
to dwell with God? 

15.2, Do you come willingly as à Volunteer, 
at the Sound of the Goſpel-trumpet, to lift your- 
well ſelf under Chriſt's Banner, reſolving to forſake 
ternal the Devil's Camp, and ſwear Allegiance to King 
g and Jeſus; to take up Arms for him, and fight a- 

the I gainſt his Enemies, the Devil, the World and 
bo Fleſb, all the Days of your Life? 
it on . x6. Q: Do you accept of all God's Ordinances, 
ts Word, Sacraments, Prayer, Sc. as necel- 
ary Helps to Heaven, and Means of conveying 
in all Grace, which you will eſteem and make Ule of 
teach with Care and Diligence? 3 
you; 1. L. Do you accept of Chriſt's People, 
theſe Who bear his Image, as. your belove 
as @ Friends, your Fellow-travellers ; firmly reſolving 
as a to join with Chriſt's little Flock, bis praying 
ſirous Hock, his ſin-hating Flock, his Flock that feat 
ingly an Oath, and that notwithſtanding. of the Re- 
your ¶ proach of l | Lent > Vi 
id to. 18. L. Do you thro? his Grace purpoſe never 
to fallow the Multitude to do Evil, or join with 
Ene- them in common Sins; Saen to 79 and 
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reſiſt all the Temptations and Snares of evil 
Company, and ſay with David to them, Depart 
from me, ye evil Doers, for I will keep the Com- 
manaments of my God? PE 

19. O. Are you willing to accept of the Rod 
and Diſcipline of Chriſt's Houſe ; to welcome 
his Convictions and Reproofs, as well as his 
Comforts and Smiles ; to take Chriſt with his 


. Croſs, as well as Chriſt with his Crown; to 


ſuffer the World's Hatred and Scofts, and other 
Perſecutions for Chriſt ? | 
20. ©. Are you reſolved thro* Grace, that 
no Temptation or Diſcouragement ſhall make 
you prove Rumn- aways or Deſerters from the 
Captain of your Salvation, but that you will ad- 
here to him, and abide by his Standard all the 
Days of your Life ? nol 
21. J As you are content to accept of Chriſt, 
and all that belongs to him; are you got alſo wil- 
ling to give up and ſurrender yourſelf to the 
Lord, and all that belongs unto you, to be diſ- 
ſed of by him at his Pleaſure ; all that you are, 
Soul and Body, Heart, Mind, Will, Conſcience, 
Memory; and all that you have, Time, Talents, 
Relations, Enjoyments, Sc. | 
22. ©. When Chriſt and the Devil are ſtri- 
ving for your. Heart, and each of them laying, 
My Son, give me thy Heart; and when Chr 
is putting it to your Choice in the Days of 
Youth, ſaying, Chuſe whom you will yield 
unto, Chuſe whom you will ſerve ; W hat doth 
your Heart anſwer unto a. Hf. 30 10 4 
23. ©. Is it your Purpoſe to engage to a 
the Ny * the Covent in borrowed 
Strength, wholly diſtruſting your own — 
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51 
and Reſolutions; and reſolving to truſt, not in 
your Promiſe to Chriſt, but in Chriſt's Promiſe 
to you, that he will never leave you nor forſake 


ou ? 

if 24. Q. Do you reſolve to live a Life of Prayer 
and Acquaintance with Chriſt all your Days; 
that you will always run to God, and conſult 
him in all Caſes ? | 

25. VU Are you reſolved allo to live a Life of 
Faith and Dependence daily on the Son of God, 
for his . to cover Guilt, for his 
Strength to perform Duty, vonquer Sin, reſiſt 
Temptations, bear Croſſes and Afflictions ? 

26. ©. Are you reſolved to make Ordinances 
always Zryſting-places betwixt Chriſt .and you, 
and to look {till for a Meeting with him in every 
one of them; and to count every Sabbath and 
Sermon as loſt, wherein you miſs his Preſence ? 

27. E. Are you reſolved to engage to all theſe 
Articles in a ſecret Tranſaction and perſonal 
Covenant with God, before you come to his 
Table; and then to come in a ſolemn Way to 
ſeal and ratify this Bargain and Covenant before 
Men and Angels at his Table ? | 

Thus let Miniſters take Pains to inſtruct young 
Folk in the Nature and Articles of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and to take them engaged, with 
ſome Solemnity, to own and adhere to them, at 
their firſt Admiſſion to the Lord's Supper; and 
let them, with ſolemn and fervent Prayer, re- 
commend and give up theſe young Communi- 
cants unto the Lord : Such a Courſe hath been 
found by Experience very much to contribute 
to the Welfare and Proſperity of the Church. 

_ 4thly, It would 1. the Honour and 2 
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reſt of the Church, to have * Sermons to the 
People flowing from the Heart, i. e. for us to be 
ſuitably affected and impreſſed with the Truths 
we deliver to them. A ſpeculative Preacher, 
that preacheth merely from Strength of Parts, 

Lib hath no 
Heat accompanying it. That which cometh 
only from the Head, commonly reacheth no 
further than the Head; but that which cometh 
from the Heart, is moſt likely to reach to the 
Heart. The beſt Way to bring our People to 
believe and be affected with our Doctrine, is, 
to let them ſee that we believe it, and are affected 


with it ourſelves. Such a Preacher was Paul, 
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is to ths ſus improve theſe Times by Examination and In- 
us to be elo, for they are apt to forget what we ſay 
Truths to them, if we do not cauſe them ſpeak ſome- 
reacher, Thing relative to the Subject themſelves. There- 
f Parts, Fore let us ask them concerning their Proficiency 
hath no þy the Word, and what they remember of the 
cometh Permons they lately heard, and of the Bible and 
jeth no Þther Books which they have read, and what 
cometh Hmpreſſions theſe Things made upon them ? If 
to the they be convinced of the Evil of Sin, and be hum- 
20ple to Þled for it; and of the Neceflity of Duty, and be 
ine, is, excited to it, by what they hear or read? And let 
affected us give them Advices how to hear and read more 
Paul, profitably for the future, Thus let us go from 
; with BHouſe #0 Houſe, like the Apoſtle Paul, to ſee 
ew, the tow our People do, warning every One as we 
| with- ee Occaſion for it. Let us act the Part of good 
revail : Gardeners, who, after {they have ſown their 
pierce Peeds, look after the Springing thereof, water, 
s cold. Woine Beds in Time of Drought, and pluck up 
iving- the noxious Weeds; likewiſe it is fit we ſhould 
God's frequently look over our Examine-ro/is in our 
| ſome Cloſets, to bring the various Caſes of our People 
s Life, to our Remembrance, that we may mind them 
cesful, in our Prayers, and prepare ſuitable Doctrine for - 
moſt chem. c : 
went Shy, If we would promote the Credit and 
Proſperity of our Mother-Church, let us be fre- 
it. and quent in diſpenſing the holy Aer amongſt our 
know People. Our Unfrequency in this Service is a 
Caſes, Reproach to us among foreign Churches, as well 
ongſt Nas a real Loſs to the Souls committed to our 


7 vilit Charge. It ever our People attend to what they ; 


them hear, or get Benefit by the Goſpel, it is mo 
id let ¶ commonly about the Time of a Sacrament, and 
us when they are making Preparation for it, r 
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34 ; 
this be not a converting Ordinance to the Recei- 
vers in the very Nature of it, but ſtrengthning 
and confirming, yet Sermons and Diſcourſes a- 
bout this Time, upon the melting Subject of a 

. crucified Jeſus, have been the Means of conver- 
ting many Thouſands. Beſides, the frequent 4iſ- 
enſing of this Soul- affecting Ordinance would 
a good Way to keep up the Remembrance of 
God, of Chriſt, and of Heaven among our Peo- 
ple; and to keep up the Impreſſions of the Evil 
of Sin, the Worth of Souls, the Love of God 
in giving his Son to the World, and the Love 
of Chriſt in dying for us. Likewiſe it would 
be a good Mean to help the Careleſneſs of our 
Peoples Minds, the Weakneſs of their Memories, 
the Dulneſs of their Capacities, and their ſmall 
Proficiency in Knowledge : For in this Ordinance 
they have a compendious and affecting View of 
the whole Scheme of the Chriſtian Religion at 
once ; They have Man's Fall and Diſeaſe, to- 
gether with his Remedy and Recovery, ſet forth 
to the Life, and- in ſuch a Way as to make Im- 
preſſion upon their outward Senſes. And fur- 
ther, would we have our People effectually en- 
gaged to - ſecret Prayer, and a 
a tender Walk? Would we have Swearing, 
minch'd Oaths,Sabbath-breaking and other Vices 
kept under conſtant Rebukes? Would we con- 


quer theſe Evils which prevail among our Peo- 


le? let us frequently ſet before their Eyes the 
leeding Wounds of a crucified Jeſus, theſe Sin- 
killing Objects, as N in the holy Sacra- 
We have no better Way than this to ad- 


vance the Glory of our Redeemer, and the Sal- 
vation of our People's Soul's; and, ſeeing we * 
xi 0 
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| ſo ſhort a Time for doing either, we have Need 


to beſtir ourſelves. Nay, my Brethren, as ye 
would deſire to keep glorious Chriſt in perpe- 
tual Eſteem, Sin in continual Diſgrace, the 
World in laſting Contempt, Religion in conſtant 

Credit among Men, and as ye would defire to re- 


trieve the Honour of this National Church, and 


wipe oft her Reproach, I beſeech you to admi- 
niſter the Lord's Supper ofter than once in the 
Year, in your Congregations, : 
qthly, As I would have you frequent in the 
Adminiſtration, ſo I would have you ſtrict in 
the Admiſſion to it. Our Confeſſion of Faith de- 
clares it to be a great Sin in Miniiters to admit 
either Ignorant or Ungoaly Perſons to the Lord's 
Table. It is incumbent on us therefore to look 
well out, that we do not admit any Swearer, 
Drunkard, Sabbath-breaker, evil Speaker, ma- 
licious Perſon, or any other guilty of any ſcan- 
dalous Sin, to eat of theſe holy Things; #rocu 
hinc, procul inde profani. It would be a Mean 
to dart home Convictionsand awakningThoughts 
upon Sinners, to find themſelves excluded from 
this holy Ordinance for want of Family-worſhip, 
for idle Walking on the Lord's Day, for malici- 
ous Words or Actions, for exceſſive Drinking, 
for abuſing of God's Name, for uſing petty 
Oaths, as, By Faith, Conſcience, &c. And 
good Reaſon have we to exclude ſuch, ſeeing the 
Spirit of God diſtinguiſheth betwixt the Precious 
and the Vile, by the Characters of him that 


ſweareth, and him that feareth an Oath, Eccl. 


ix. 2. And ſurely they who uſe minched. Oaths, 
can never be ranked among theſe who fear 7 2 
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Oath. 1 mylelf have the Experience of feveral 
Perſons, who have been thankful to me for keep- 


ing them back from ſuch Things,becauſe the Diſ- 
nſation had been bleſſed for humbling and re- 
rming them. | | 
Object. 1ſt, Ie is hard to diſcover Per ſous who 
may be guitty of ſome of theſe Evils. 
Anſ. 1ſt, Let us endeavour to get faithful and 
conſcientious Elders, who will impartially inform 


us of our Peoples Manners ; and, if we want 


fuch, let us be willing to take Information from 
others. a4, Let us poſe the Conſciences of 
theſe whom we ſuſpect as guilty of any of theſe 
3 and they may be brought to conſeſs 
them. | 

Object. ad, Ve vill be in Hazard of 4iſobli- 


ging many of our People by ſuch Strifaneſs. 
An id, We may edify Men, and promote 
their Soul's Intereſt, even when we diſpleaſe 
them. 244y, Better diſpleaſe Men, than Him 
who is our great Maſter and Judge. zaly, Let 
us take Pains to convince our People of the awful 
Charge given to us, as the Szewards of God's 
Honfe, who muſt not give the Childrens Bread 


5 to the Dogs. As Jehoſadah of old ſet Porters 


at the Gates of h Houſe of the Lord, that ſo 
None awho was unclean in any Thing ſhould en- 
ter in, 2 Chron. xxiii. 19. So God hath ſet us 
Miniſters as Porters to the holy Table of the 
Lord, that no profane Sinner, no -Swearer, no 
malicious Perſon, no prayerleſs Man, no Man 
that harbours any known Sin, and is unwilling to 
part with it, may approach to it. As the Che- 
rubims ſtood at the Entry of Paradiſe with a 
drawn Sword, to keep "Adam from entring in 
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ro eat the Tree of Life ; ſo Miniſters are to ſtend 
With the Sword of the Lord's Threatnings bran- 
diſhed againſt every in penitent Si ner, ev iy 
Swearer, every Drunkard, every Liar, evay 
Sabbath-breaker, every Backbiter and Hater of 
his Neighbour, every NegleGer of Family-wor- 
ſhip or lecret Prayer, that they do not preſi me 
to ruſh upon this holy O:dirance, v ile they 
continue in any of thele Sins. I his Striétneis is 
neceſſary for the Welfare and Reputation of cur 
Church, and to wipe away R: proach, 2 
© 8:hly, As we would copſolt the Credit and 
Safety of this Church, let us conſider well whom 
we appoint for our Succefſors in Office ; i. e. Let 
us ks Care whom we licenſc and ordain, that 
they be Men of Piety, Prudence and Parts, Men 
that will exert themſelves for the Glory of God, 
and for winning of the Souls of the * Gene- 
ration, that we may have Ground to hope that 
Religion. will be entailed to ſucceeding Ages. We 
ſee how ſtrictly the Apoſtle enjoined Timothy to 
commit the Miniſfiry to faithſul Men, to lay 
Hands ſtidderly on no Man, not to be Partaker 
of other Mens Sins, but keep himſelf pure, 
I Tim. v. 22. 2 Tim. ii 2. 'Theſe Commands al- 
ſo oblige us to ſee, that theſe whom we bring 
into the holy Miniſtry, be faithful Men, accor- 
ding to the beſt of our Diſcerning, Men who 
have pure and honeſt Ends in their Undertaking ; 
and not theſe who aim more to win a Livelihood 
to themſelves, than to win Souls to Chriſt ; or 
theſe who will take unwarrantable Methods to 
thruft themſelves into Pariſhes; by courting Pa- 
Irons, or accepting their Preſentations ; a Pra- 
tice which no Law * a Practice which 
| : mam 
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maniſeſtly tends to bring a corrupt 


ing a Miniſtry into 

the Church, and which hath already brought in 
eat Diviſions and Confuſions into this poor 
hurch. If e be a Yoke and Grievance 
to the Church of God, as we all profeſs to own, 
it muſt ſurely be a Sin for Men, by their own vo- 
luntary Deed, to bring on that Grievance, and 
to wreath that Yoke about the Church's Neck ; 
| when at the ſame Time they know they are un- 
der no Neceſſity from the Law to do ſo, ſeeing 
Pariſhes can be planted otherwiſe if our Preachers 


ſo eaſy by the Act of Parliament 1719, that Pa- 
tronage can do this Church no Harm _— 
the active Concurrence of a Preacher. Wel 
then, hath the Legiſlator been ſo kind as to un- 
ſting the Patronage-Adt, and ſo tender of this 
; Church's Liberties, as to leave her Freedom at 
her own Choice; What a Shame will it be in 
that Caſe, if her own Preachers ſhall turn her 
Oppreſſors? O tell it not in Gath ! &c. But, ſee- 
ing the plain and free Warnings emitted by this 
and neighbouring Snoas, do ſet the Sin and 
Danger of this Practice in ſo clear a Light, I need 
add no more upon it, except my earneſt Prayer 
to God, that he may bleſs theſe Means, ſo as to 
put a Stop to this moſt pernicious Practice. A- 
men. | 
 g9thly, As we would defire the Welfare of this 
Church, and prevent her Reproach, let us en- 
deavour as far as poſſible to get Pariſhes planted 
with their oN Conſent and Gocd-liking: For, 
when this is done againſt their Will, it frequent- 
—— a woful Iſſue, Congregations are broken 
rdinances are ſorſaken, Chalk Flock — di: 
| . , 


would give Way to it. Our preſent Situatjon is 


perſed, and the —— is deſpiſed ; all which 
very much tend to our Reproach, as well as the 
Hinderance of the Kingdom of Chriſt. Where- 
fore, my dear Brethren, let us take Heed what 
we do in this Affair, ſeeing ſo much doth de- 
pend upon it. „ 
There is a Controverſy very lately ariſen a- 
mongſt us concerning the Peoples Right to elect 
their Paſtors: Some take it wholly from them, 


is and give it to the Presbytery or Church-repreſen- 


tative; and the Church's Friends are di ed 
by Writings on both Sides. If I may offer my 
pinion, I humbly apprehend the State of the 
Controverſy is not auh conſidered — theſe who 
handle it. And many of our Differences and 
Diſputes do proceed from our not ſtating the 
Queſtion ſo diſtinctly and accurately as we ſhould; 
and, when this is once done, frequently the 
Debate falls. ' | 
The Queſtion then ought not to be ſtated ge- 
nerally and confuſedly, as, Whether the People 


or the Presbytery have the Right of Electing 
the Paſtorg of the Church ? Seeing we may 
ſafely grant they both have an Intereſt therein, 
the one without Prejudice to the other, —— 
Neither is the Queſtion to be ſtated, Whether 
the Preshytery or Church- repreſentative have 
a Power to elect and ordain Paſtors upon ſome 
Occaſions, * and for ſome you Imployments 
and Services, without the Choice and Conſent 
of the People? As for my Part, I believe they 
have; and that theſe Paſtors, ſo elected, are law- 
ful Paſtors of the Catholick Church, and ought 


to be acknowledged as ſuch by the People. 
Hz or 


„ | 
Nor is the Queſtion to be ftated, Whether 
the Presbytery hath any Power at all in the E- 
lection of Paitors to particular Pariſhes > No, 
for it is owned they have a great Power in Con- 
junction with the Pariſhes, and ought to pre- 
ſide in the Election. But, if the Queſtion 
be ſtated, Whether the Presbytery hath the 
ſole Power of Electing, excluſive of the Voice 
or Conſent of the Pariſhes to which the Pa- 
ſtors are elected? They who efpouſe that 
| 1 of the Queſtion (in my humble Opinion) 
ill have a hard Pull to prove it, either from 
Serepture, Reaſon, or Fathers. And, that they 
may know what they have to do, let the Que- 
ſtion be clearly and diſtinctly ſtated as it ought to 
be in a Suitableneſs to the 
| this Church, and then it will run thus: Quaſt. 
| % Whether the Presbytery, or Church-repre- 
4 ſentative, hath. a Right to elect and appoint 
* Paſtors to particular Flocks of Chriſtian People, 
e without the Call or Conſent of theſe Flocks, 
* and even when they diſſent and -reclaim a- 
ce gainſt their Deed ? And whether, in ſuch 
© Caſes, the Presbytery hath Power tosconſtitute 
<« and fix the ſpiritual and paſtoral Relation be- 
«© twyixt theſe Paſtors and theſe Flocks, ſo that 
« they muſt neceſſarily acknowledge them as their 
= p_ Paſtors, and receive all Ordinances 
« from them; yea, be tied to them, fo much, 
ce that they cannot have Acceſs, without the Al- 
© lowance of theſe Paſtors,” to partake of ſealing 
« Ordinances diſpenſed by others? So that all theſe 
c ChriſtianPeople, however valuable they be, muſt 
© be. in Effect excommunicate if they do not re- 
& ceive theſe Paſtors impoſed violently upon — 
| OW, 
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ow, if the Controverſy be thus ſtated amang 
s, (as it 1 ought to be) the Myiters for 
he Presbytery's Power will find it a difficult 
ask to inſtruct and ſupport ſuch a Power from 
he Word of God, ſound Reaſon, or the Pra- 
ice of the Primitive Church: Nay, I am of 
he Mind, all the three will be found to unite a- 
painſt them, ſeeing all of them declare for the 
preat Intereſt which Chriſtians have in the Choice 
and Settlement of theſe who are to be their ſpi- 
ritual Guides, and that they are to be conſulted 
in this important Affair. Our moſt eminent Di- 
vines, both abroad and at home, have, ever ſince 
the Reformation, ſtrenuouſly argued for the 
Peoples Right, againſt the Papiſts and their 
Clergy's impoſing Power, from the Word of 
God, and particularly from Acts i. 15, 23, 26. 
Ats vi. 2, 3, 5, 6. Acts xiv. 23. whoſe Ar- 
ments I 4 te not yet ſeen ſatisfyingly anſwered 
either by Papif or Proteſtant. But, beſides all 
theſe, it may ſatisfy any unbiaſſed Enquirer, if 
he but confider the Characters which Chrilt 
gives his Flock, that they hear and know his 
Voice in his Shepherds, and do diſtinguiſh it from 
the Voice of falſe Shepherds, and will not fol- 
tow rheſe, but flee from them, John x. 3, 4, 5. 
and the Command that is given to all Chriſtians 
to ty the Spirits, 1 John iv. 1. and to beware 
of falſe Frophets, which. come to them in 
Sheeps Clothing, Mat. vii. 15. and to mark 
and auold theſe who teach unſound Doctrine, 
Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Phil. 3, 2. and to judge of 
the Doctrine which is delivered to them by their 
Teachers, 1 Cor. x. 15, and for doing whereof 
the Bereans ate highly commended by the . 
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ſeeing their Office is peculiarly deſigned for ad- 
vine the Glory of God, and the — 


of his C 


| | rational 
of God, Acts xvii. 11. I ſay, It may ſatisfy e- by of G 
very unprejudiced Perſon that ſeriouſly conſiders I cc ſettle 
theſe Scripture-texts, and the Commands 1 Conſent 
to the Di _ of Chriſt therein, that the Word I in upon 
of God doth allow a great Intereſt to all judi- plant M 
cious Chriſtians in the Choice of their Paſtors ; they ef 
and that it is their unqueſtionable Right and Pri- they wil 
vilege to have a Judgment of Diſcretion con- Ion s, fo 
cerning theſe Paltors to whom they are bound || n;-.&;, 
to commit the Guiding, Edification, and Inſtru- |, on 
ction of their precious Souls: And no Patron, Ion and 
no Heritor, no Body of Men, or Judicatory I violet 
whatſomever, can deprive the People of that Goſpel, 
Right and Privilege which God allows to them, f à C 
ut, granting the Scripture had mentioned no- ¶ two - | 
thing of the Peoples Right in this Matter, but I concilit 
had given all Power to the Presbytery (as ſome 20. (a. 
would have it) and left them to manage it as ing of 
they ſhould be anſwerable to their great Lord and I how c. 
Maſter; Yet, even in that Cafe, I think it eaſy ſuch N 
to demonſtrate, from the 4 Rules of the attend 
Word, and the Pictates of ſound Reaſon, that I their C 
Presbyteries ought always to exerciſe their ele- fully ſh 
Ring and plantingPower with theAdviceand Con- and Ac 
ſent of the Chriltian 8 immediately I more 
concerned, and not in Oppoſition to their declared of the 
Inclinations and preſſing Requeſts. I ſhall men- would 
tion two plain Scripture · rules which determine I more: 
me to think ſo, vis. that in 1 Cor. x. Fs What - - cy pre 
ſoever ye do, 40 all ro the Glory of God, And to 
that in 1 Cor. xiv. 26. Let all Things be done | ſters v 
unto Edifying. Now, Miniſters are more con-] Churc 
cerned to obſerve theſe Rules than other Men, 
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4 6G.) 
of his Church. And, is it not evident to every 


rational ſober Mind, that it is more for the Glo- 


ry of God, and. the Edification of the Church, 
to ſettle Paſtors in Congregations with their own 
Conſent and Good-liki 
in upon them, againſt their Will? When we 
plant Miniſters amongſt a People, whoſe Perſons 
they eſteem, and whoſe Miniſtry they affect, 
they will more readily hearken to their Inſtructi- 
ons, ſubmit to their Reproofs, and obey their 
Direftions, than they will do theirs againſt 
whom they have conceived the ſtrongeſt Averſi- 
on and Prejudice. The Settling of Pariſhes in 
2 violent Manner doth ſtop the Succeſs of the 
Goſpel, and defeat the great and valuable Ends 
of a Goſpel-miniſtry, which are mainly theſe 
two ; (1.) The Converſion of Sinners, 'and re- 
conciling them to God, Acts xxvi. 18. 2 Cor. v. 
20. (a.) The Perfecting of the Saints, and Ediſy- 
ing of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 12. Now, 
how can any of theſe noble Ends be reached by 
ſuch Miniſters, when either the People do not 


attend their Miniſtry at all, or, if they do, yet 
their Grudges and Prejudises againſt them do wo- 


fully ſhut their Ears againſt all their Inſtructions 
and Admonitions ? O if Goſpel-miniſters would 
more cloſely attend and — theſe great Ends 
of their Miniſtry, the Grones of the Oppreſſed 
would not ſo much afflict us, as they are like 
more and more to do, if God in his tender Mer- 


cy prevent not: I grant, Church. authority is not 


to be deſpiſed; for God hath clothed his Mini- 
ſters with ſpiritual Power and Authority in his 
Church; But ftill we are to remember, when we 
exerciſe this Power'in any Caſe, we ought to do 
| | ie 


„ than to thruſt them 
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It for Edification,and not for Deſtritrion, 2 Cor, 
x. 8. & xiii. 10. We are not to be Loras ober G 
Heritage, to do as we liſt; nox are we to exer. 
riſe any Dominion over their Faith or Conſtien- 
cfxs, but we are to promote their Comfort and Joy 
2 Pet. v. 3. 2 Cor, i. 24, The Church's Edifi- 
cation is the great Rule and End of all Church- 
Power. We fee how cloſely the Apoſtle Paul 
Kept this Rule in his Eye, in all the Exerciſe o 
his Church power and Authority, 2 Cor. xii: 19. 
Me do all T hings, acariy Beloved, for your F 
Aiſying. He regarded the Edification, not only 
of the Rich and Great, but alfo of the pooreſt 
Saints, and the meaneſt Members of the Bod 0 
Chriſt : And ſurely the Edification of ſuch is 
not below the Conſideration of the moſt eminent 
Miniſters, . or. the greateſt Judicatory of CHiriſt's 
Houſe. We ſee what Regard Chriſt bad to his 
Tirrle Ones, and what Wrath he threatens againſt 
thoſe who oftend them, Mat. xviu. 6. Tul 
ell then, my Brethren, let us have a ten- 
der Regard to theſe Scriptures-rules J have menti- 
oned, in all our Actings in Judicatories, and eſpe- 
cially with reſpect to the Settlement of Churches; 
and if there any Act or Ruje in this Church, 
cularly that lately made, which hath any 
hing in it inconſiſtent with the ſoreſaid Rules 
(as indeed there ſeems to be, according to the 
Senſe now put upon it) ILdo earneſtly wiſh and 
Pray, That all my Reverend Brethren may re- 
ſolve upon addreffing the Venerable Aſſembly 
in the moſt decent ud dutiful Manner, that they 
may be pleaſed to reQify it, ſo as it may better 
anſo er the great Ends we ought all to _ in 
1 | | View, 
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| 1 5 | 
View, the Glory of God, and the Zlification of the Body 
Crit. And this I move without any Deſign to 
reflect upon the Authority of the Aſſembly (which we 
— to treat with all due Regard) or to give any 
nce : And neither ſhould any take it, ſeeing there 
is none of our Courts that pretend to Infallibility; As 
- oc have altered, ſo they fill can alter their Acts and 
Rules when they ſee good Reaſon for it. And the 
Adminiſtration we live under (bleſſed be God) is ſo 
mild and gentle, that we have Liberty to addreſs our 
Superiors, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, concerning 
what is gravaminous to us; And, why ſhould we not 
improve our Liberty in addreſſing both of them, for 
removing whatever hinders, the Advancement of the 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, to whole Service 
we Miniſters are peculiarly devoted? 
rothly, If we would promote this Church's Wel- 
fare, and prevent her Reproach, let us join Zafting, 
Weeping and Mourning together with our Prayers ; as 
we are directed both in the Text and Context, Feet: 
ii. 12. Let us weep betwixt the Porch and the Altar, in 
Sight of all the People, and bewail theſe Sins and. 
Backſlidings, which grieve God, and provoke him to 
give up this Church to Reproach. And, amongſt o- 
thers of our Sins, we have Cauſe to confeſs and lament 
our Impenitency, and Neglect of obſerving Days of 
Faſting and Humiliation for our own Sins, and the 
Sins of the Land and Church of which we are Mem- 
bers and Office- bearers. Alas, what a bad Token 
is it! When Judgments are viſibly impending over 
us, that there 1s ſo little of an Inclination or Willing. - 
neſs to appoint and keep ſuch Days with our People, 
for enumerating, confefling and 2— out our 
hainous and God-provoking Sins before the Lord, 
ſach as our Ignorance, Unbelief, Atheiſm, Unt hank- 
fulneſs, Unfruitfulneſs, treacherous Dealing, Ec. 
See a more full Enumeration of our Sins in the 
Poſtſcript of this Diſcourſe. | 
11thly, If we would Advance the Church's Credit, 
and avert her. Reproach, let us all be careful to 
preach to our People by one Lives as well as 5727 
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Libs, to confirm our Doctrine in the Pulpit by our 
Converſation out of it. Let us mind, that a looſe Way, 
of living will ſoon demoliſh all that is built by the 
moſt lively Way of preaching ; for our People have 
Eyes to ſce how we walk, as well as Ears to hear 


what we ſay, Hence it was that the Apoſtle Paul 


gave ſuch a weighty Advice to Timothy a young Mi- 
niſter, 1 Tim, iv. 12. Be thou an Example of the Belie- 
vers, in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, 
in Faith, in Purity. And as the Apoſtle adviſed o- 
thers, ſo he lived himſelf; obſerve how he appeals to 
the Theſſalonians, among whom he had labòur ed, con- 
cerning the Exactneſs and Exemplarineſs of his 
miniſterial Walk, 1 Theſſ. ii. 10, Ze are Witneſſes, 
and God alſo, bow bolily, and juftly, and unblameably 
we bebaved ourſelves among you that believe; And this 
holy and ſhining Converſation of the Apoſtle con- 
tributed much to the Succeſs of his Doctrine. Alas, i- 
ning Doctrine without a ſbining Walk will never enlighten 
nor enliven our Hearers. If, after we have preached 


againſt Pride, Paſſion, Covetouſneſs, Injuſtice, In- 


temperance, Lightneſs, Unchaſtity, Contention, Un- 
charitableneſs, Unmercifulneſs, Malice, Revenge, Oc. 
we ourſelves ſhould be found guilty of any of theſe 
Evils; if we be worldly, intemperate, malicious, 
unjuſt, contentious, or unmerciful; if we be light or 
frothy, if any corrupt Communication proceed out of 
our Kouths; then we juſt pull down with the one 
Hand, what we build up with the other. We tempt 
People to think, we do not ourſelves believe, what we 
would perſwade them to believe; that we only talk 
of theſe Things becauſe it is our Trade, and we 
get our Living by it. Ir is not eaſy to expreſs the 
miſchievous Influence which Looſneſs in a Miniſter's 


Walk bath upon the Intereſt of Religion amongſt a 


People; hence it is that the Spirit of God faith 
to Miniſters, 1/a. lii. 11. Be ye clean that bear the 
Veſſels of the Lord. And Chriſt ſaith to his Diſciples, 
who were deſigned to be Minſters, Mat. v. 16. Let 
your Light ſo Pine before Men, that they may ſee your 
good Mort. It adds greatly to the Credit and Proſpe- 
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67 
rity of a Church, when her Miniſters have holy and 
ſhining Converſations; whereas it expoſtth her to ſad 
Reproach when it is otherwiſe. Lord, give not up thy 
Heritage in Scotland to this Reproach, | 

Dneft. When may it be ſaid that a Miniſter's Con- 
verſation is of a ſbining Character? and how ſhall 
we attain to it? 

Anſ. In order thereunto, let us, 1f, Study Meek- 
neſs, Patience and Peaceableneſs of Spirit ; and, when 
we meet with Provocations, let us labour to rule our 
Spirits, and keep Reaſon upon the Throne ; Let us 
neither be ſoon angry, nor long angry. To be patient 
under Reproaches and bad Uſage, and ready to 
forgive Injuries, is ſuch a ſweet Chriſtian Diſpoſition, as 
would very much adorn our Character. That is a 
noble Advice the Apoſtle gives, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. The 
Servant of the Lord muſt not ftrive, but be gentle unto all 
Men, apt to teach, patient; in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves. | 

2dly, Let us ſtudy Juſtice and Righteouſneſs in all 
our Dealings with others, even to a Shoe-latchet, that 
we may be able to appeal to our People, with the Pro- 
— Samuel, Whom have eve injured or ronged? 80 

oth Paul appeal to the Theſſalonians, with reſpect to 
his = Dealing among them, 1 Tbeſſ. ii. 10. The 
leaſt Appearance of Injuſtice or unfair Dealing in a 
Miniſter, is moſt reproachful to his Character, and ex- 
ceedingly mars his docceſß; and therefore the Apoſtle 
directs the Man of God to be juſt, and follow after 
Righteouſneſs, 1 Tim. vi. 11. Tit. 1. 8. 

zaly, Let us be clothed with Humility, which is a 
ſhining Ornament in a Miniſter's Converſation. We 
are not to be puffed up with our Parts or Attainments, 
or to deſpiſe thoſe who fall ſhort of us; but we muſt 
be willing to become all Things to all Men, and Servants , 
to every one, for the Good of their Souls: And thus we 
would reſemble our Maſter, who was meek and lowly, 
and taught us by his Example to humble ourſelves to 
ſerve one another. It hath been obſerved, that God 
uſes to bleſs the Labours of * of meaner 1 
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who are humble and .. theſe of greater 
Parts, whore lifted up, are blaſted. a 

gthly, Temperance, Sobriety and Chaſtity are very a- 
dorning to a Minifter's. Walk. He ought to have 
Power over his Appetite, to reſtrain it as to eating or 
drinking, and never to be enſlaved to any baſe Luft, 
Tit. i. 7, 8. 2 Tim. ii. 22. "Lag 

5thly, If we would adorn our Character, let us be 
diſengaged from the World as much as may be, that we 
may attend our ſpiritual Work of ſerving God, and 
winning of Souls, evithout Diſtraction. Our Eyes ſhould 
not be dazled with the glittering Luftre of Gold and 
Silver, but we ought to ſew a generous Contempt of 
theſe Things, as thoſe who firmly believe the great 
and everlaſting Things of that World we preach-to 
others, and unto which we preſs Men to elevate their 
Minds and Affections. What a Reproach is it to 
theſe who preach this Doctrine. to others, and live 
contrary to it .themſelvgs ? 5 

6thly, Let us ſtudy, when we converſe with others, 
to mix ſomething that is ſpivitual and edifying. We 
are called the Salt of the Earth, and therefore ought 
to ſeaſon the Places and Companies where we are, 
with ſome ſavoury and uſeful Diſcourſe; this is much 
better than fooliſh Talking and Jeſting, which is not 
convenient for theſe of our Character, Epb. v. 4. For a 
Minifter to have nothing of God, of Chrift, of Hea- 
ven, or of ſerious Godlineſs in his Mouth, but when 

is in the Pulpit, is an Evidence that he is not very 
zealous to promote the great Ends of his Office, the 


Glory of God, and the Salvation of Mens Souls ; for, if 


he were, ont of the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth 
would fyeak, and be ready to drop ſomething now 
and then to the Honour of, God, and the Confirma- 
tion of theſe Truths we deliver in Publick, 

Thus I have mentioned ſeveral Things that would 
make a Minifter's Converſation of a ſhining Character; 
Which, if ſtudied, would tend very much to promote 


the Reputation and Welfare of this Church, and to 


avert her Reproach. And, having faid ſo much to m 
Brethren of the Mipiftry, I ſhall now conclude witt 
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6 ) 
A Word to the People. 


ET me exhort you to join with Minifters in this 
neceſſary Work of 9 and Wreſtling for 
the Church of God, and eſpecially for his He- 

ritage in the Land of your Nativity. Tho' the Com- 
mand in the Text be directed to Miniſters, yet elſe- 
where we find it extended to People of all Ranks, 
Pſal. cxxii. 6. Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, they 
Hall proſper that love thee. Well then, let me beſeech 
you all to weep, and cry with us, Spare thy People, 
Lord, and give not thine Heritage to Reproach, 
And with your Tears and Prayers ſee that ye join 
your moſt earneſt Endeayours to promote the Credit 
and Welfare of the Church, according to the Stations 
wherein God hath ſet you. 1. Are ye Magiſtrates ? 
Exert yourſelves both by your Authority and Exam» 
ple to diſcourage Vice and Immorality. 2. Are ye 
Elders ? See to aſſiſt Miniſters, by reproving Sin, and in- 
forming againſt it. 3. Are ye Teachers of Youth ? La- 
bour to inftil the Principles of Religion and Virtue 
into the young Generation very early, and train them 
1 in the Abhorence of Vice, and whatever hath a 
endency to it. 4. Are ye Parents and Heads of Fa- 
milies ? See that young Ones be taught both to read and 
pray ; catechiſe both Children and Servants upon the 
Sabbath- evening, call them to account what they re- 
member of the Sermons they have heard, perform 
Family-worſhip with them in all its Parts: care- 
ful to reprove Sin, ſuch as Lying, Swearing, Sabbath- 
breaking, Neglect of Prayer, &c. And, whatever 
be your Rank or Station in the World, I exhort you 
to ſer apart Time for Mourning and Weeping for 
your own Sins, and the Sins of the Land, which may 
provoke the Lord to leave us, * give us up to Re- 
proach. Pray for the Miniſters Which are planted a- 
mong you; and pray earneſtly for a faithful Soul- in- 
ning Miniſtry to be raiſed up in the Church, and plan- 
ted in vacant Congregations; and that all Impediments 
in the Way may be removed, and the In- coming of 
Eon 
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a corrupt Miniſtry prevented. Pray that the Spirit 
of God may be poured down from on high upon us 
and all our Endeavours, which would retrieve the 
Credit of the Church, and avert her Reproach. A- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Containing an Enumeration of ſome Sins 
to be confeſſed and mourned over, 
upon Taſt-days and other Occaſuons. 


E HE abounding Atheiſm of many in the 


Land, both in Heart and Life; the practi- 

cal Atheiſm of thoſe who live as if there 
were'no God, nor Providence to govern the World ; 
who put the Creatures, the World and Self in God's 
Room, and aſcribe their Mercies to Fortune, to their 
own Wiſdom and Induſtry, rather than to God. 

2. The groſs Immoralities which abound among us, 
as Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Lying, Backbitin 8. 
frauding, profane Swearing, falſe Swearing in Matters 
of Commerce, profaning the Lord's Day, by walking 
and travelling unneceſſarily, tranſporting Goods, and 
otherwiſe, 

3. Our woful Security in theſe Evils, and obſti- 
nate cleaving to predominant Sins, deſpiſing all Re- 
proofs for them, and Warnings to forſake them. 

4. The inordinate ſetting of our Hearts upon carth. 
ly Enjoyments and ſenſual Satisfactions, to the fad 
Neglect of theſe Things, wherein our chief Happi- 
neſs doth conſiſt, yiz. the Enjoying of God, and Com- 
munion with him. 

5- The great Ignorance of God and of Goſpel- 
Truths, which continueth in a Land of ſuch Light. 
The great Ignorance/of Jeſus Chriſt, of his Mediati- 
on and Offices, and of the Way of making Uſe of 
Chriſt for Juſtification and Sanctification, for Strength 
in Duties, and for Acceſs to and Acceptance with God. 

6. The Neglect of the Worſhip of God in Fami- 
hes and in Secret, and the great Reſtraining of Prayer 
before God. | , Ou 
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71. 
7. Our Unfruitfulneſs under the Means of Graco: 
8. The Backſlidings of all Ranks from God, and 


leaving their firſt Love; the great Decay of the Life 
and Power of Godlineſs, and of _ and tender Wal. 
king, both in Miniſters and Profeſſors. 

9. The Sloth and Contempt of many, in not atten- 
ding upon God's holy Ordinances, 

10. Our attending Ordinances for the Faſhion, and 
not making them tryſting Places for meeting with God, 
and Means of Communion with him. 

11. Our contenting ourſelves with Man's Teaching, 
and not ſeeking after the Teachings and Influences 
of the Spirit in hearing of the Word. 

132. Our ſinning away the holy 7 from Ordinan- 
ces; our not lamenting for his ithdrawing, nor 
wreſtling for his Return. 

13. Our Formality in Prayer, and not making Uſe 
of the Interceſſion of Chriſt, nor imploying the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Spirit in this Duty. 

14. Our reſting upon an outward Attendance of 
Ordinances, and a Name to live, without ſeeking aſter 
a Work of Grace and Regeneration in our Souls. 

15. Our not valuing the News of redeeming Love 

which the Goſpel brings to us, nor embracing Glori- 
ous Chriſt as offered to us therein. 
16. Our not living a Life of Faith upon Chriſt, nor 
making continual Uſe of his meritorious Blood, and 
imputed Righteouſneſs for our Juſtification, Sanctifi- 
cation ſubduing Sin, performing Duty, Acceptance 
with God, and Peace of Conſcience. 

17. Our going about to eſtabliſh our own Righte- 
ouſneſs, by putting our religious Duties, our juſt Dea- 
ling, or moral Honeſty, in the Room of Glorious Chriſt, 
who alone is the Lord our Righteouſneſs. 

18. Our Unfrequency and Sloth in celebrating the 
Memorials of redeeming Love, and of the Death and 
Sufferings of our bleſſed Lord in the holy Supper. 

19. The Profanation of the Lord's Table, by the 
Approach of thoſe who are ignorant, prayerleſs, or un- 
godly Livers. 

20, Our neglecting ſolemn Preparation for this. on 

| | 
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Appro ach, by Se be than Math 
and. Forreftling with God for his A and renew 
in Covenant with him 

; Our not kee ping, up the Inpreſon of fie 

mental Vows, and of Fele ach ove of Chriſt dig 

played to us, ſo as to be thereby conſtrained to . to 
bim that died for us. 

22. Our not imitating the Pattern of the hol Ja 

in his Meekneſs, Holineſs, Self-denial, Mortrficatzon 

to the World; Patience under Wrongs, Thankfulnefi 
for Mercies, Diligence in Prayer, Zeal far God's Ser 
vice, Concern for the Good of others, Willingneloyt 


die, and Reſignation to God's Will, 
| 23. The Nelect of Maſters of Families in inftru&ting 


their Children and Servants, and uſing their Authe 
rity to ſuppreſs Sia amongſt them. 

24; Our unthankful forgetting. of the man Gal 

| Deliverances which God hath wrought for this 
and Land; and our unthankful Abuſe of the wh 
yalaable Metcies we fill enjoy. 

25. Our perfidious Dealing with God, in break 
botli national and perſonal Coyenants ; and our Ve 
of Teal for maintaining Truth, Purity and Piety 
Oppoſition to abounding Peron Superſtition an Prov 


bar 

26. Our Inc differency abour the Coming bf Chriſt's 
dom our! raying oy the Pease and Pro- 
ty of 7% Yeruſo JST: —and inding our own 

Fring more than the WW of ſus Chrift. 

Wo The Heaven-daring* Attacks made upon the 
Goſpel: revelation, - by Infidels among ourſelyes, - 
28. Our Impetitency and Iuſenſibleneſs under i 

ritual Judgments, and manifold Tokens of God's Anz 

ger, ſuch as, withdrawing his Spirit from Mwiſters 
and Profeſlars, blaſting of Ordinances, dividing us in 
his Anger, giving ys up to ſpiritual Qppreſſion and 


Perſecurion, letting looſe A 12 of De- 
juten, &'e. 45 e 
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